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EXTENDED TO NOVEMBER 15, 2016

»* H H OMB Mo, 1545-0047
Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax 2
Form 990 Under section 501(c), 627, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except private foundations) ?n 1 5
Department of the Treasury P Do not enter social security numbers on this form as it may be made public. Open to p:ulggic
Internal Revenue Service P> information about Form 990 and its instructions is at ywaw jrs gov/formo90 Inspection
A For the 2015 calendar year, or tax year beginnlng and endin
B Check if C Name of organization D Employer identification number
applicable:
fudess | PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE
5@;&‘; Doing business as 68-0492065
i Number and street (or P.0. box if mail is not delivered to street address) Room/suite | E Telephone number
Fival 1160 BATTERY STREET iy (415) 624-1200
sy City or town, state or province, country, and ZIP or foreign postal code G _Gross receipts § 61,340,037,
reinie?| __SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94111 H(a) Is this a group return
:]'}gﬁ:“ F Name and address of principal officer: RICHARD HEWITT for subordinates? ... [Ives No
enain
P ° SAME AS C ABOVE H(b) Are all subordinates included? DYes D No
| Tax-exempt status: 501(c)(3} |:| 501(c) ( )< (insert no.) [:| 4947(a)(1) or [ 527 If "No," attach a list. (see instructions)
J Website: pp WWW, PLOS,ORG H(c) Group exemption number B>

K_Form of organization: [ X | Corporation [ Trust [ | Association [~ ] Other p» | L Year of formation: 2001 | M State of legal domicile: CA

| Part| | Summary

o| 1 Briefly describe the organization’s mission or most significant activities: COMMITTED TO MAKING THE WORLD'S
g SCIENTIFIC AND MEDICAL LITERATURE A PUBLIC RESOURCE,
g 2 Check this box P> D if the organization discontinued its operations or disposed of more than 25% of its net assets.
% 3 Number of voting members of the governing body (Part VI, ine 1) 3 10
g 4 Number of independent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, linetb) 4 3
@| 5 Total number of individuals employed in calendar year 2015 (Part V, N6 28) .. ___......oooooovveeeerrremsserse 5 202
E| 6 Total number of volunteers (estiMate if NECESSAIY) ... .. ...t ssoes e seses oo eeseesseesse s eeseneese s 6 7087
:3: 7 a Total unrelated business revenue from Part VIII, column (C), INe 12 7a 496,381,
b Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T, lIN€ 34 ...t siiiieieieeseeene, | 7D 0.
Prior Year Current Year
o| 8 Contributions and grants (Part VIl line Th) . 81,787, 208,446,
2| 9 Program service revenue (Part VIll, e 26) ... 44,790,070 42,840, 365,
2| 10 Investment income (Part VIII, column (A), lines 3,4, and 7d) . 646,936, 136,846,
©| 11 Other revenue (Part VIII, column (A), lines 5, 6d, 8¢, 9¢, 10¢, and 118) 57,724, 332,266,
12 Total revenue - add lines 8 through 11 (must equal Part VIil, column (A), line 12) ... 45,576,527, 43,517,924,
13 Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), lines 1-3) ... . 0. 0.
14 Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A}, line 4) 0. 0.
w| 15 Salaries, other compensation, employse benefits (Part IX, column (A), lines 510) ... 20,523,673, 22,096,765,
2| 16a Professional fundraising fees (Part X, column (A), line 11€) ... ... 0. 0.
§ b Total fundraising expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25) P 0.
Wi 47 Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), lines 11a-11d, 11f-24¢) 20,233,388, 20,854,930,
18 Total expenses. Add lines 13-17 (must equal Part X, column (A) “line 25) ____________________ 40,757,061, 42,951,695,
19 Revenue less expenses. Subtract ling 18 fromline 12 ... 4,819,466, 566,229,
5] Beginning of Current Year End of Year
25920 Totalassets (Part X, INE 16) .. _.....ccovosieeosocosooss oo 36,591,301, 36,175,974.
<3 21 Total liabilities (Part X, 118 26) ..ot 5,962,322, 5,530,710,
= 30,628,979, 30,645,264,

Under penalties of perjury, | degl
true, correct, and compiete.g i

: IV 10/26/14
Sign Signature of officer Date
Here RICHARD HEWITT, CFO
Type or print name and title
Print/Type preparer's name dp € Date check [ ]| PTIN

\ i
/2 (7//L self-emploved  [F00365375
7

Firm'sEINp  94-6214841

Paid |JOHN PANETTA

Preparer | Firm's name . ARMANINO LLP
Use Only Firm's address 12657 ALCOSTA BLVD, STE 500

SAN RAMON, CA 94583-4600 Phone no.925-790-2600
May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (seeinstructions) ..o Yes [ No
532001 12-16-15  LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions. Form 990 (2015)
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Form 890 (2015) PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065 Page 2
| Part Ill | Statement of Program Service Accomplishments
L)
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line inthis Part Nl ..o i D

1  Briefly describe the organization's mission:
PLEASE SEE SCHEDULE O FOR COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF THE ORGANIZATION'S

MISSION,

2  Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on

the prior FOrm 990 of 990-E2? s assssiicia i easisasiisslis s imisas i s s st siasamaarmasas:  1—Yes [EJNo
If "Yes," describe these new services on Schedule O.
8 Did the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how it conducts, any program services? ... D Yes No

If "Yes," describe these changes on Schedule O.

4  Describe the organization’s program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program services, as measured by expenses.
Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)@) organizations are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others, the total expenses, and
revenue, if any, for each program service reported.

4a (Code: ) (Expenses $ 34,341,338, including grants of $ ) (Reverue $ 42,343,985, )
SCIENCE AND MEDICAL PUBLISHING REMAINS THE CORE OF PLOS PROGRAM EXPENSE

AT $34 MILLION. PLOS ENTERS ITS 13TH YEAR DELIVERING INNOVATIONS THAT
WILL MAKE SCIENCE PUBLISHING EASIER, FASTER AND MORE SEAMLESS, AS A
LEADING OA PUBLISHER, THE ORGANIZATION MAINTAINS HIGH AUTHOR
SATISFACTION AND GLOBAL REACH, AT THE CORE, THOUGH, IT'S THE ARTICLES
THAT MATTER: IN 2015 PLOS PUBLISHED MORE THAN 31,6000, LAST YEAR READERS
WORLDWIDE VIEWED OVER 11 MILLION AND DOWNLOADED OVER 2 MILLION PLOS
ARTICLES EACH MONTH, PUBLISHED BY AUTHORS FROM MORE THAN 190 COUNTRIES
WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF GREATER THAN 7,000 ACADEMIC EDITORS AND 85,000
REVIEWERS., ADDITIONALLY, NEARLY 2.1 MILLION UNIQUE VISITORS ACCESSED
CONTENT ON THE PLOS BLOGS NETWORK, PLOS JOURNALS ARE EDITORIALLY
INDEPENDENT AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: (CONTINUED ON SCHEDULE O, )

4b  (Code: ) (Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ :1

4c (Code: ) (Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ }

4d Other program services (Describe in Schedule O.)

[Expenses § including grants of $ ) (Hevenue $ )

4e_Total program service expenses B> 34,341,338,

Form 990 (2015)

532002
12-16-15



Form 880 (2015) PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065 Paggs
[Part IV ] Checkiist of Required Schedules

Yes | No
1 Is the organization described in section 501(c)(3) or 4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)?
If "Yes," complete SChEAUIE A ........cocueeiueeereererireereseisssissssesssens B R e ne et a e earen 10X
2 |s the organization required to complete Schedule B, Schedule of Contributors? 2 X
3 Did the organization engage in direct or indirect political campaign activities on behalf of or in opposition to candidates for
public office? If "Yas," complate SCREAUIE C, PAIt] ...........ccccomumiieemrissiisiassssiassssees s ses s ese s essee s saeses s s ssnss s ansnses 3 z
4 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization engage in lobbying activities, or have a section 501(h) election in effect
during the tax year? jf "Yes, " complete SCheaUIE C, PAIt Il ............ccoeoeeeees oot s v e e ee et s s vesee e st ese e s sessseeneaeenas 4 P
5 s the organization a section 501(c){4), 501(c)(5), or 501(c)(6) organization that receives membership dues, assessments, or
similar amounts as defined in Revenue Procedure 98-19? Jf "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part Ml ........cocovvevireeeoreeeoeeeeeeens 5 X
6 Did the organization maintain any donor advised funds or any similar funds or accounts for which donors have the right to
provide advice on the distribution or investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? Jf "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part | 6 X
7 Did the organization receive or hold a conservation easement, including easements to preserve open space,
the environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? Jf "Yes, " complete Schedule D, Part If ..........c.ocoocvceeeeeeeeceeeeeenn. 7 X
8 Did the organization maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets? /f "Yes," complete
SCREAUIE D, PAIT I ..o e ee s ee e ees s e sseee s et s s e e ess et emsmes e s s s e ssesms et eesesneesnes e maesssemssmrness 8 X
9 Did the organization report an amount in Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account liability, serve as a custodian for
amounts not listed in Part X; or provide credit counseling, debt management, credit repair, or debt negotiation services?
If "YES," COMPIETE SCREAUIE D, PAIT IV ... oo oottt et et ettt ee et ees et s et et ettt e eeanien 9 LS
10 Did the organization, directly or through a related organization, hold assets in temporarily restricted endowments, permanent
endowments, or quasi-endowments? Jf "Yes," complete SCREAUIE D, PArt V' .......cocoocvooe oo, 10 X
11 If the organization's answer to any of the following questions is "Yes," then complete Schedule D, Parts VI, VI, VIII, IX, or X
as applicable.
a Did the organization report an amount for land, buildings, and equipment in Part X, line 10? /f "Yes, " complete Schedule D,
PAIE VI oottt e et e ettt ittt HHa| X
b Did the organization report an amount for investments - other securities in Part X, line 12 that is 5% or more of its total
assets reported in Part X, line 16? If "Yes," complete SCheduIe D, PArt VIl ... e oot eee oot aeeaaas 11b 2.5
¢ Did the organization report an amount for investments - program related in Part X, line 13 that is 5% or more of its total
assets reported in Part X, line 167 f "Yes," complete Scheaule D, PArt VIl ........c....c.o oo e, iic X
d Did the organization report an amount for other assets in Part X, line 15 that is 5% or more of its total assets reported in
Part X, line 167 If "Yes," complete SCREALIE D, PArt IX .......cov oot ee e e et ee et s e s ee e e r e eenearrea 11d X
e Did the organization report an amount for other liabilities in Part X, line 257 f "Yes, complete Schedule D, Part X ................. 11e| X
f Did the organization’s separate or consolidated financial statements for the tax year include a footnote that addresses
the organization’s liability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740)? /f "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X ............ 11f | X
12a Did the organization obtain separate, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? If "Yes," complete
SCREAUIB D, Parts XI NG XI  .....co.ouiieoeeie oot eree b eeeas et bas s eS8 s bbb e 12a| X
b Was the organization included in consolidated, independent audited financial statements for the tax year?
If "Yes," and if the organization answered "No" to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts Xl and Xll is optional —............... 12b DS
138 Is the organization a school described in section 170(b)(1)A)I)? If "Yes," complete SchedUle E  ........c.vocveeoooeeoeeeeeen 13 X
14a Did the organization maintain an office, employees, or agents outside of the United States? . o 14a| X
b Did the organization have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, fundraising, business,
investment, and program service activities outside the United States, or aggregate forsign investments valued at $100,000
Or More? Jf "Yes," complete SChEOUIE F, PArtS 1 @NG IV ..ot estee st eae st et e es s et e et eas et et eeasee s e snesasiaenaiaas 14b | X
15 Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for any
foreign organization? Jf "Yes, " complete Schedule F, Parts HaNA IV ..o 15 X
16 Did the organization report on Part X, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or other assistance to
or for foreign individuals? /f "Yes, " complete Schedule F, Parts 1 @nd IV ..o oo 16 X
17 Did the organization report a total of more than $15,000 of expenses for professional fundraising setrvices on Part [X,
column (A), lines 6 and 117 Jf "Yes, " cOmMPlete SCAEAUIE G, PAM | ...o.oco vt 17 X
18 Did the organization report more than $15,000 total of fundraising event gross income and contributions on Part VIII, lines
1c and 8a? If "Yes," COMPIete SCREAUIE G, PAIT Il ........ccocoivieieeesieeseesss s seees st sseses st esstea s ssess e e e s et e et et enee s e st e s a b 18 N
19 Did the organization report more than $15,000 of gross income from gaming activities on Part VIII, line 9a? Jr "ves, "
complete Schedule G _Part il b e e e i . 19 X
Form 990 (2015)
532003

12-16-15



Form 90 (2015) PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065 Page 4
[Part IV ] Checkiist of Required Schedules (continued)

L]

Yes | No
20a Did the organization operate one or more hospital facilities? /f "Yes, " complete SCheQUIE H  .o.o.oovoeeeeoeeeoeeeoeeeeae 202 X
b If "Yes" to line 20a, did the organization attach a copy of its audited financial statements to this return? ... 20b
21 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to any domestic organization or
domestic government on Part IX, column (A), line 1? Jf "Yes, " complete Schedule I, Parts [ ana Il ........cocovcovoeoesooeeeeee, 21 24
22 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for domestic individuals on
Part IX, column (A), line 2? jf "Yes, " complete Schedule I, Parts 1 8Nd Il ..o oo 22 X

23 Did the organization answer "Yes" to Part VII, Section A, line 3, 4, or 5 about compensation of the organization’s current
and former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees? Jf "Yes, " complete
SOREOUIE U ...ttt ettt et ettt ettt 23 | X

24a Did the organization have a tax-exempt bond issue with an outstanding principal amount of more than $100,000 as of the
last day of the year, that was issued after December 31, 20027 i "Yes, " answer lines 24b through 24d and complete

SChedule K. I "NO", GO 10 N8 258 ... oot e e et e e 24a =
b Did the organization invest any proceeds of tax-exempt bonds beyond a temporary period exception? . ... 24b
¢ Did the organization maintain an escrow account other than a refunding escrow at any time during the year to defease
ANY TAX-EXOMPE BONAS? . it eea st s bbb sy A e m s e e st et e sn e v semat b en e aascre e ebanabe 24c
d Did the organization act as an "on behalf of" issuer for bonds outstanding at any time during the year? . ... 24d
25a Section 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations. Did the organization engage in an excess benefit
transaction with a disqualified person during the year? Jf "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part | ........ccooooooeeeeoeeeeeeoeveas 25a X

b Is the organization aware that it engaged in an excess benefit transaction with a disqualified person in a prior year, and
that the transaction has not been reported on any of the organization's prior Forms 990 or 990-EZ? /f "Yes," complete
SCABAUIE L, PAI I ... oo oo et st e et .. |25b 2

26 Did the organization report any amount on Part X, line 5, 8, or 22 for receivables from or payables to any current or
former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, highest compensated employees, or disqualified persons? Jf "Yes,"
COMPIELE SCHEAUIE L, PAIT Il ., ..\ oo oottt ete e et ettt ee e es e sttt et eerenn 26 2

27 Did the organization provide a grant or other assistance to an officer, director, trustee, key employee, substantial
contributor or employee thereof, a grant selection committee member, or to a 35% controlled entity or family member
of any of these Persons? Jf "Yes," complete SCHEAUIE L, PAIt 1l ..........io.ivoveresiessoseossesiees e ssee e eaess et ese s enesenesasiens 27 4

28 Was the organization a party to a business transaction with one of the following parties (see Schedule L, Part IV
instructions for applicable filing thresholds, conditions, and exceptions):

a A current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? /f "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part IV ....ccccooveooeiieeein. 28a X
b Afamily member of a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? jf "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part IV ... 28b X
¢ An entity of which a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee (or a family member thereof) was an officer,
director, trustee, or direct or indirect owner? Jf "Yes," complete Schedule L, PArt IV ............c.ccooeoooeeeeeeer oot eeeeen e 28c 2
29 Did the organization receive more than $25,000 in non-cash contributions? /f "Yes," complete Schedule M ..........ccoocvveven. 29 X
30 Did the organization receive contributions of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets, or qualified conservation
CONtribULIONS? If "Yes," COMPIELE SCHEAUIE M ......coevoveoeeeee oot eeeeee e et ee et e st s e ee e et e e 30 X
31 Did the organization liquidate, terminate, or dissolve and cease operations?
If "Yes," complete SCREAUIE N, Part | ... oo ettt 31 X
32 Did the organization sell, exchange, dispose of, or transfer more than 25% of its net assets? /f "Yes, " complete
SCHOALIE N, PAIT Il ..oyt oee et et et oot es e 32 2
338 Did the organization own 100% of an entity disregarded as separate from the organization under Regulations
sections 301.7701-2 and 301.7701-3? f "Yes," complete SCRAUIE R, PRI .......oco.oeeeeeeeeeeeeeoe oo oo ee s 33 X
34 Was the organization related to any tax-exempt or taxable entity? /f "ves," complete Schedule R, Part I, lll, or IV, and
PArt V, N8 T ..ot it 34 A
85a Did the organization have a controlled entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? 35a X
b If "Yes" to line 35a, did the organization receive any payment from or engage in any transaction with a controlled entity
within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? I "Yes," complete Schedule B, Part V, iN€ 2 . ........v.oooeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeoee e se e eens 35b
36 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization make any transfers to an exempt non-charitable related organization?
If "Yes, " complete SCREAUIE R, Part V, lIN8 2 ........c...cwvueeeeremsieseseessseessmsssssiesssessmsesesmsessssmssienesseses e e 36 X
37 Did the organization conduct more than 5% of its activities through an entity that is not a related organization
and that is treated as a partnership for federal income tax purposes? /f "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part VI .........ccocvevveniin. 37 X
38 Did the organization complete Schedule O and provide explanations in Schedule O for Part VI, lines 11b and 19?
Note. All Form 990 filers are required to complete ScheduleQ ] . 38 X
Form 990 (2015)
532004

12-16-15



Form 890 (2015) PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065

| PartV| Statements Regarding Other IRS Filings and Tax Compliance

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part V

Yes | No
1a Enter the number reported in Box 3 of Form 1096. Enter -O- if not applicable ... 1a 121
b Enter the number of Forms W-2@G included in line 1a. Enter -O- if not applicable 1b 0
¢ Did the organization comply with backup withhoiding rules for reportable payments to vendors and reportable gaming
{gambling) winnings t0 Prize WINNErs? . . . ... e RS AR A ic | X
2a Enter the number of employees reported on Form W-3, Transmittal of Wage and Tax Statements,
filed for the calendar year ending with or within the year covered by thisreturn . 2a 202
b If at least one is reported on line 2a, did the organization file all required federal employment tax returns? _ 2b | %
Note. If the sum of lines 1a and 2a is greater than 250, you may be required to e-file (see instructionsy . . ...
3a Did the organization have unrelated business gross income of $1,000 or more during the year? . . 3a | X
b If "Yes," has it filed a Form 990-T for this year? If "No," to line 3b, provide an explanation in Schedule O 3b | X
4a At any time during the calendar year, did the organization have an interest in, or a signature or other authority over, a
financial account in a foreign country (such as a bank account, securities account, or other financial account)? . ... .. 4a | X
b If "Yes," enter the name of the foreign country: p» UNITED KINGDOM
See instructions for filing requirements for FINCEN Form 114, Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (FBAR).
5a Was the organization a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction at any time during the tax year? . .. 5a X
b Did any taxable party notify the organization that it was or is a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction? 5b X
c If "Yes," to line 5a or Sb, did the organization file FOrmM BBBE-T? . .o e ssseresee e sessr s s 5c
6a Does the organization have annual gross receipts that are normally greater than $100,000, and did the organization solicit
any contributions that were not tax deductible as charitable ContribUtONS? e e 6a X
b If "Yes," did the organization include with every solicitation an express statement that such contributions or gifts
were not tax dedUctible? T R e e ST eSS RS A 6b
7 Organizations that may receive deductible contributions under section 170(c).
a Did the organization receive a payment in excess of $75 made partly as a contribution and partly for goods and services provided to the payor? | 7a X
b If "Yes," did the organization notify the donor of the value of the goods or services provided? 7b
¢ Did the organization sell, exchange, or otherwise dispose of tangible personal property for which it was required
O MIlE FOMM B2B2? ...ttt et e et et st 7c X
d If "Yes," indicate the number of Forms 8282 filed during the year .. . ! 7d |
e Did the organization receive any funds, directly or indirectly, to pay premiums on a personal benefit contract? .. ... 7e X
f Did the organization, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefit contract? ... 7f X
g If the organization received a contribution of qualified intellectual property, did the organization file Form 8899 as required? . | 7g
h If the organization received a contribution of cars, boats, airplanes, or other vehicles, did the organization file a Form 1098-C? 7h
8 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds. Did a donor advised fund maintained by the
sponsoring organization have excess business holdings at any time during the Year? 8
9 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds. l
a Did the sponsoring organization make any taxable distributions under section 49667 9a
b Did the sponsoring organization make a distribution to a donor, donor advisor, or related person? 9b
10 Section 501(c)(7) organizations. Enter:
a Initiation fees and capital contributions included on Part VIII, line 12 . 10a
b Gross receipts, included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, for public use of club facilities . . 10b
11 Section 501(c)(12) organizations. Enter:
a Gross income from members o shareholders || . ... ..o 11a
b Gross income from other sources (Do not net amounts due or paid to other sources against
amounts due or received frOM T ReM.) 11b
12a Section 4947(a)(1) non-exempt charitable trusts. Is the organization filing Form 990 in lieu of Form 10417 12a
b If "Yes," enter the amount of tax-exempt interest received or accrued during the year ................. [ 12b
13 Section 501(c)(29) qualified nonprofit health insurance issuers.
a Is the organization licensed to issue qualified health plans in more than one State? e 13a
Note. See the instructions for additional information the organization must report on Schedule O.
b Enter the amount of reserves the organization is required to maintain by the states in which the
organization is licensed to issue qualified health Plans 13b
¢ Enter the amount of reserves oNNaNnd | ...t 13¢
14a Did the organization receive any payments for indoor tanning services during the tax year? . 14a £
b_If "Yes " has it filed a Form 720 to report these paviments? Jf "No " provige an explanation in Schedule O 14b
Form 990 (2015)
532005

12-16-15




Form 990 (2015) PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065

Page 6

: ] Eart 4 | Governance, Management, and Disclosure roreach "ves' response to lines 2 through 7b below, and for a "No" response

to line 8a, 8b, or 10b below, describe the circumstances, processes, or changes in Schedule O. See instructions.
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VI

Section A. Governing Body and Management

Yes | No
1a Enter the number of voting members of the governing body at the end of the tax year ... .. ia 10
If there are material differences in voting rights among members of the governing body, or if the governing
body delegated broad authority to an executive committee or similar committee, explain in Schedule 0.
b Enter the number of voting members included in line 1a, above, who are independent ... ... ... 1b 9
2 Did any officer, director, trustee, or key employee have a family relationship or a business relationship with any other
Officer, direCtor, trUSIEE, OF KoY BIMIDIOY O et eee ettt ee et e ettt aen 2 &
38 Did the organization delegate control over management duties customarily performed by or under the direct supervision
of officers, directors, or trustees, or key employees to a management company or other person? 3 X
4 Did the organization make any significant changes to its governing documents since the prior Form 990 was filed? . . . . 4 X
5 Did the organization become aware during the year of a significant diversion of the organization's assets? 5 b3
6 Did the organization have members or StOCKNOI IS Y 6 X
7a Did the organization have members, stockholders, or other persons who had the power to elect or appoint one or
more members of the GOVEIMING DOGY? e e e e e et et e et et eeees et eaennres 7a 24
b Are any governance decisions of the organization reserved to (or subject to approval by) members, stockholders, or
Persons other than the GOVErNING DOGY? . ... .. . .. ..o oes oo s oo s 7b x
8 Did the organization contemporaneously document the meetings held or written actions undertaken during the year by the following: l
a The governing body? .. ... s 8a | X
b Each committee with authority to act on behalf of the governing body? gb | X
9 Is there any officer, director, trustee, or key employee listed in Part VI, Section A, who cannot be reached at the
organization’s mailing address? E 'Yos." Qlﬂiﬂd the gamgﬁ and addmssas in Egagmh{e a . Gl s 9 X
Section B. Policies p; Revenue Coda.)
Yes | No
10a Did the organization have local chapters, branches, Or affiliates 10a X
b If "Yes," did the organization have written policies and procedures governing the activities of such chapters, affiliates,
and branches to ensure their ‘operations are consistent with the organization's exempt purposes? . 10b
11a Has the organization provided a complete copy of this Form 990 to all members of its governing body before filing the form? 11a| X
b Describe in Schedule O the process, if any, used by the organization to review this Form 990.
12a Did the organization have a written conflict of interest policy? If "NO," GO 10 iN€ 13 ..o ooeee e | 12a| X
b Were officers, directors, or trustees, and key employees required to disclose annually interests that could give rise to conflicts? 12b | X
¢ Did the organization regularly and consistently monitor and enforce compliance with the policy? /f "Yes, " describe
iN SCHEAUIE O NOW TS WAS GONE ......oovuiimieseciiisssssssissesssaseusssessssessessessasbses st sesses bbb s 44k s skt 12¢| X
13 Did the organization have a written WhistieblOWer POCY Y 13 | X
14 Did the organization have a written document retention and destruction POlCY ? 14 | X
15 Did the process for determining compensation of the following persons include a review and approval by independent
persons, comparability data, and contemporaneous substantiation of the deliberation and decision?
a The organization’s CEQ, Executive Director, or top management OffiCIal 15a | X
b Other officers or key employees of the Organization || ... ... ssessssssss e sensssenseseassenas i5b | X
If "Yes" to line 15a or 15b, describe the process in Schedule O (see instructions).
16a Did the organization invest in, contribute assets to, or participate in a joint venture or similar arrangement with a
taxable entity dUMNG the YEAr? et 16a =
b If "Yes," did the organization follow a written policy or procedure requiring the organization to evaluate its participation
in joint venture arrangements under applicable federal tax law, and take steps to safeguard the organization’s
exempt status with respect to such arrangements? 16b

Section C. Disclosure

17
18

19

20

List the states with which a copy of this Form 990 is required to be filed P-CA

Section 6104 requires an organization to make its Forms 1023 (or 1024 if applicable), 990, and 990-T (Section 501(c)(3)s only) available

for public inspection. indicate how you made these available. Check all that apply.
Own website |:] Another’s website Upon request |:] Other (explain in Schedule O)

Describe in Schedule O whether (and if so, how) the organization made its governing documents, conflict of interest policy, and financial

statements available to the public during the tax year.
State the name, address, and telephone number of the person who possesses the organization’s books and records: P>

SUSAN AU, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING - (415) 624-1200

1160 BATTERY STREET, NO, 100, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94111

532006 12-16-15

Form 990 (2015)



Form 990 {2015) PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065 Pags T
) Compensation of Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated -
Employees, and Independent Contractors
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VIt~ I - _ I:]
Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees
1a Complete this table for all persons required to be listed. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization’s tax year.
® List all of the organization’s current officers, directors, trustees (whether individuals or organizations), regardless of amount of compensation.

Enter -0- in columns (D), (E), and (F) if no compensation was paid.
® List all of the organization’s current key employees, if any. See instructions for definition of "key employee."

® List the organization's five current highest compensated employees (other than an officer, director, trustee, or key employee) who received report-
able compensation (Box 5 of Form W-2 and/or Box 7 of Form 10938-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the organization and any related organizations.
® List all of the organization’s former officers, key employees, and highest compensated employees who received more than $100,000 of
reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.
® List all of the organization’s former directors or trustees that received, in the capacity as a former director or trustee of the organization,
more than $10,000 of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.
List persons in the following order: individual trustees or directors; institutional trustees; officers; key employees; highest compensated employees;
and former such persons.

l:l Check this box if neither the organization nor any related organization compensated any current officer, director, or trustee.

(A) (B) 1(®) (D) (E) {F)
Name and Title Average | .o crI:a Sksrll?csgthan one Reportable Reportable Estimated
hours per | box, unless person is both an compensation compensation amount of
week officer and a director/trustee) from from related other
(list any g the organizations compensation
hours for § R B organization (W-2/1099-MISC) from the
related g z ) g (W-2/1099-MISC) organization
organizations| = | 5 N and related
below g = 5|5 gé 5 organizations
fine) BlelsS|5|58] &
(1) PATRICK O, BROWN 5.00
BOARD MEMBER/CO-FOUNDER X 0. 0. 0
(2) MICHAEL W, CARROLL 5.00
BOARD MEMBER X 0. 0. 0,
(3) MICHAEL B, EISEN 5,00
BOARD MEMBER/CO-FOUNDER X 0. 0. 0.
(4) HEATHER JOSEPH 5.00
BOARD MEMBER X 0. 0, 0.
(5) DAVID LIDDLE 5.00
BOARD MEMBER X 0. 0, 0.
(6) ROBIN LOVELL-BADGE 5.00
BOARD MEMBER X 0. 0. 0.
(7) MEREDITH T, NILES 5,00
BOARD MEMBER X 0. 0. 0.
(8) ROSALIND L, SMYTH 5,00
BOARD MEMBER X 0 0. 0,
(9) GARY E, WARD 5.00
BOARD CHAIR X 0. 0. 0.
(10) ELIZABETH MARINCOLA 40,00
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER X X 441,716, 0, 32,739,
(11) RICHARD HEWITT 40,00
CFO X 335,514, 0. 26,541,
(12) RAY CAMPBELL 40,00
GENERAL COUNSEL & SECRETARY X 183,809, 0. 12,734,
(13) CATHERINE RAYHILL 40,00
CHIEF TECHNOLOGY OFFICER X 323,357, 0. 25,794,
(14) KRISTEN RATAN (THROUGH 3/16) 40,00
PUBLISHER X 283,269, 0. 35,137,
(15) DARLENE YAPLEE (THROUGH 9/9) 40,00
CHIEF MARKETING OFFICER X 183,041, 0. 23,389,
(16) HELEN ATKINS 40.00
DIRECTOR OF PUBLISHING SERVICES X 235,780, 0. 15,442,
(17) KATIE SHARABATI 40.00
DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES X 213,753, 0. 10,683,

532007 12-16-15 Form 990 (2015)



Form 990 (2015) PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065 Page 8
\ art VIl section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees (continued)
(A) (B) € (D) (E) (F)
Name and title Average (do not Cfe Slii'rtmic??than one Reportable Reportable Estimated
hours per | box, unless person is both an compensation compensation amount of
week officer and a director/trustee) from from related other
(istany | 2 the organizations compensation
hours for | S = organization (W-2/1099-MISC) from the
related | 2 | £ 2 (W-2/1099-MISC) organization
organizations| £ | = g |E and related
below [Z|2| . |Z[35] s organizations
(18) LAURENCE PEIPERL 40,00
CHIEF EDITOR X 207,414, 0. 19,650,
(19) JOHN CHODACKI (THROUGH 10/19) 40,00
PRODUCT MANAGEMENT X 198,199, 0. 7,968,
(20) SUSAN AU 40,00
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE & ACCOUNTING X 188,083, 0, 13,567.
b Sub-total | e | 2 2,793,935, 0. 223,644,
¢ Total from continuation sheets to Part VII, SectionA > 0. 0. 0.
d Total (addlines tband 16) ..o | 2 2,793,935, 0. 223,644,
2 Total number of individuals (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than $100,000 of reportable
compensation from the organization P> 55
Yes | No
8 Did the organization list any former officer, director, or trustee, key employee, or highest compensated employee on |
line 1a? jf "Yes," complete Schedule J for SUCH ITOIVIGUA!  ...............o.oeeeee oot 3 X
4  For any individual listed on line 1a, is the sum of reportable compensation and other compensation from the organization |
and related organizations greater than $150,000? |f "Yes," complete Schedule J for such individual ..o 4 | X
5 Did any person listed on line 1a receive or accrue compensation from any unrelated organization or individual for services |
rendered to the organization? jf "Yes * complets Schedyle J for such nerson 5 2

Section B. Independent Contractors

1 Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of compensation from
the organization. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization's tax year.

(A)

Name and business address

(B)

Description of services

©

Compensation

EDITORIAL OFFICE LTD, 2I LION CLOSE, RG25

3HL, OVERTON, HAMPSHIRE, UNITED KINGDOM EDITORIAL SERVICES 2,392,981,
NEO INNOVATION, INC,

PO BOX 30789 , COLUMBUS, OH 43230 ISOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT 1,922,850,
KAUFMAN WILLS FUSTING & COMPANY

1010 STREEPER ST., S, BALTIMORE, MD 21224 EDITORIAL SERVICES 1,888,401,
APEX COVANTAGE, LLC, 198 VAN BUREN STREET,

200 PRESIDENTS PLAZA, HERNDON, VA 2017 IPRODUCTION SERVICES 1,824,997,
LEVI PLAZA TIC

155 GREENWICH ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94111 RENT 1,572,004,

2 Total number of independent contractors (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than

$100.000 of compensation from the organization P 29

532008
12-16-15

Form 990 (2015)
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Form 990 (2015)

PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE

68-0492065

| Part VIl Statement of Revenue

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VI

(A)
Total revenue

Related or
exempt function
revenue

Unrelated
business
revenue

(D)
Revenue excluded
from 1ax under
sections
512 - 514

ontributions, Gifts, Grants

Program Service
Bevenue

1a
b

c
d
e
f

Federated campaigns 1a

Membership dues 1ib

Fundraising events ic

Related organizations 1d

Government grants (contr|but|ons) 1e

All other contributions, gifts, grants, and

similar amounts not included above . |1f 20

8,446,

Noncash contributions included in lines 1a-1f: §

Total. Add lines 1a-1f

|2

208,446,

Business CodeJ

PUBLICATION FEES, NET

519130

42,274,910,

42,274,910,

ADVERTISING

519130

496,381,

496,381,

REPRINTS

519130

69,075,

69,075,

All other program service revenue

Total. Add lines 2a-2f

42,840,366,

Other Revenue

3

4

Investment income (including d|V|dends interest, and
other similar amounts)
Income from investment of tax-exempt bond proceeds

849 033,

849,033,

5  Royalties

{ii) Personal

6 a Gross rents 331,434,

c Rental income or (loss) ...

d Net rental income or (loss)

| <

331,434,

331,434,

7 a Gross amount from sales of (i) Securities

(i} Other

assets other than inventory  |17,109,926.

b Less: cost or other basis

and sales expenses 17,819,205,

2,908,

¢ Gain or (loss) -709,279,

-2,908.

d Net gain or {loss)
8 a Gross income from fundraising events (not
including $ of
contributions reported on line 1c). See
Part IV, line 18 a

b Less: direct expenses
¢ Net income or (loss) from fundralsmg events

9 a Gross income from gaming activities. See
Part IV, line 19 a

b Less: direct expenses b

¢ Net income or {loss) from gaming activities
10 a Gross sales of inventory, less returns
and allowances a

b Less: cost of goods sold

-712,187,

-712,187.

c_Net income or (loss) from sales of mventorv

>

Miscellaneous Revenue

Business Code

11 a ANCILLARY REVENUE

623990

b

o]

d All other revenue

12 Total revenue. See instruclions.

832,

43,517,924,

42,343,985,

496,381,

469,112,

532009 12-16-15

Form 990 (2015)



Form 990 (2015)

PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE

68-0492065

_ [ Part IX| Statement of Functional Expenses

on 501 0

plete column (Al

Do not include amounts reported on lines 6b, Total e(:genses Prograg?)service Management and Fun g};sing
7b, 8b, 9b, and 10b of Part Vll. expenses general expenses expenses

1 Grants and other assistance to domestic organizations

and domestic governments. See Part IV, line 21
2 Grants and other assistance to domestic
individuals. See Part IV, line22
3 Grants and other assistance to foreign
organizations, foreign governments, and foreign
individuals. See Part IV, lines 15and 16 .
4 Benefits paid to or formembers ...
5 Compensation of current officers, directors,
trustees, and key employses 1,884,767, 1,426,424, 458,343,
6 Compensation not included above, to disqualified
persons (as defined under section 4958(f)(1)) and
persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B) ...
7 Othersalariesandwages 16,615,130, 12,466,232, 4,148,898,
8 Pension plan accruals and contributions (include
section 401(k) and 403(b) employer contributions)

9 Other employee benefits .. 2,175,124, 1,711,715, 463,409,
10 Payrolitaxes ... 1,421,744, 1,118,842, 302,902,
11 Fees for services (non-employees):

a Management
b oLegal e 1o piics 19,391, 130, 38%s
¢ Accounting 77,756. 77,756,
d Lobbying
e Professional fundraising services. See Part IV, line 17
f Investment managementfees . . 195,850, 195,850.
g Other. (If line 11g amount exceeds 10% of line 25,
column (A) amount, list line 11g expenses on Sch 0.) 2,365,226, 1,778,510, 530,716.
12 Advertising and promotion 476,388, 476,388,
13  Office expenses . . . 525,573, 211,216, 314,357,
14 Informationtechnology . . . 940,424, 641,933, 298,485,
16 Rovalties .. ...,
16 Occupancy ... ... . 1,663,166, 1,385,010, 278,156,
17 Travel oo 1,021,307, 654,440, 366,867,
18 Payments of travel or entertainment expenses
for any federal, state, or local public officials
19 Conferences, conventions, and meetings
20 Interest
21 Payments to affiliates
22 Depreciation, depletion, and amortization 1,052,210, 876,233, 175,977,
23 INSUMBNCE ..o
24  Other expenses. ltemize expenses not covered
above. (List miscellaneous expenses in line 24e. If ling
24e amount exceeds 10% of ling 25, column (A)
amount, list line 24e expenses on Schedule 0.) ...
a PRODUCTION COSTS 11,265,093, 11,265,093,
b TRAINING & RECRUITMENT 520,043, 29,287, 490,756,
¢ OTHER EXPENSES 324,398, 280,618, 43,780,
d BAD DEBT 273,718, 0. 273,718,
e All other expenses
25  Total functional expenses. Add lines 1 through 24¢ 42,951,685, 34,341,338, 8,610,357, 0.
26 Joint costs. Complete this line only if the organization

reported in column (B} joint costs from a combined
educational campaign and fundraising solicitation.
Check here - |:| if foliowing SOP §8-2 (ASC 858-720)

532010 12-16-15

Form 990 (2015)



Form 990 (2015) PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065 Page 11
] Part X | Balance Sheet
' Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part X s S e D
(A) (B)
Beginning of year End of year
1 Cash - nondinterest-beanng .. ... 1,83756724] 3§ 1,757,207.
2 Savings and temporary cash investments 198,740.] 2 280,747,
3 Pledges and grants receivable, net ., 3
4 Accounts receivable, N8t .. . 1,332,606.] 4 158455245,
5 Loans and other receivables from current and former officers, directors,
trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees. Complete
Partll of Schedule L. e 5
6 Loans and other receivables from other disquallified persons (as defined under
section 4958(f)(1)), persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B), and contributing
employers and sponsoring organizations of section 501(c)(9) voluntary
) employees’ beneficiary organizations (see instr). Complete Part lof Sch L | 6
§ 7 Notesand loans receivable, net . . 54,436.] 7 55,943,
L | 8 INVentories TOrSale OF USe | . .. ... ... iciiooiocoooiieee oo 8
9 Prepaid expenses and deferred charges 738,986.| 9 814 430,
10a Land, buildings, and equipment: cost or other
basis. Complete Part Vi of Schedule D 10a 11,931,769,
b Less: accumulated depreciation 10b 3,263,068, 5,320,725.{ 10¢c 8,668,701,
11 Investments - publicly traded SECUNItIes ... _.c...ccooomureeeeerreessesrs s, 24,526,758.] 11 2445931645
12 Investments - other securities. See Part IV, line 11 . . 2,572,976.| 12 1,162,135,
18 Investments - program-related. See Part IV, line 11 ... 13
14 INE@NGIDIE BSSES e 14
15 Otherassets. See Part IV, line 11 8,402.]| 15 8,402,
—| 16 Total assets. Add lines 1 through 15 (must equal line 34) 36,591,301.| 16 36,175,974,
17  Accounts payable and accrued expenses ... 3,560,892.| 47 3,278,820,
18 Grants Payable ... ...t e 18
19 Deferred reVenUe | ... ... 862,856.] 19 563,879,
20 Tax-exemptbond liabilities ... 20
21  Escrow or custodial account liability. Complete Part IV of Schedule D 21
«» | 22 Loans and other payables to current and former officers, directors, trustees,
14_% key employees, highest compensated employees, and disqualified persons.
4 Complete Part Il of Schedule L ...\ 22
= 23  Secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelated third parties .. 23
24  Unsecured notes and loans payable to unrelated third parties 24
25  Other liabilities (including federal income tax, payables to related third
parties, and other liabilities not included on lines 17-24). Complete Part X of
SCNBAUIE D ... Lot 1,538,574.| 25 1,688,011,
126 Total liabilities. Add lines 17 through25 T 5,962,322.]| 28 5,530,710,
Organizations that follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here P and
@ complete lines 27 through 29, and lines 33 and 34.
€ |27 Unrestricted net assets 30,010,647.| 27 30,523,505,
= |28 Temporarily restricted netassets 618,332.| 28 121,759,
% 29 Permanently restricted net assets 29
E Organizations that do not follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here P> [:I
5 and complete lines 30 through 34.
43 30 Capital stock or trust principal, or current funds . .. 30
& | 31 Paid-in or capital surplus, or land, building, or equipment fund 31
:;-: 32 Retained earnings, endowment, accumulated income, or other funds 32
Z |33 Totalnetassetsorfund balances . 30,628,979.] 33 30,645,264,
34 Total liabilities and net assets/fund balances 36,591,301.| 34 36,175,974,
Form 990 (2015)
532011

12-16-15



Eorm 990 (2015) PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065

. | Part XI | Reconciliation of Net Assets

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to anylineinthisPart X1 ..o

1 Total revenue (must equal Part VI, column (4), line 12) 1 43,517,924,
2 Total expenses (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25) 2 42,951,695,
3 Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 2 fromline 1 ... 3 b 429,
4 Net assets or fund balances at beginning of year (must equal Part X, line 33, column (&) . 4 30,628,979,
5 Netunrealized gains (losses) oninvestments 5 ~549,944.
6 Donated services and use of facilities 6
7 Investment expenses 7
8 Prior period adjustments 8
9 Other changes in net assets or fund balances (explain in Schedule ©) .. 9 0.
10 Net assets or fund balances at end of year. Combine lines 3 through 9 (must equal Part X, line 33,
COMMNM (B)) .o 10 30,645,264,

[ Part XII| Financial Statements and Reporting

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any ling in this Part XII ..o ieeeeiireenas

2a

3a

b

or audits, explain why in Schedule O and describe any steps taken to undergo such audits

532012

Accounting method used to prepare the Form 990: [ cash Accrual :l Other

If the organization changed its method of accounting from a prior year or checked "Other," explain in Schedule O.
Were the organization’s financial statements compiled or reviewed by an independent accountant?
If "Yes," check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were compiled or reviewed on a
separate basis, consolidated basis, or both:;

D Separate basis I:] Consolidated basis l:l Both consolidated and separate basis

Were the organization’s financial statements audited by an independent accountant?
If "Yes," check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were audited on a separate basis,
consolidated basis, or both:

[X] Separate basis |:| Consolidated basis [_] Both consolidated and separate basis

If "Yes" to line 2a or 2b, does the organization have a committee that assumes responsibility for oversight of the audit,
review, or compilation of its financial statements and selection of an independent accountant? ...
If the organization changed either its oversight process or selection process during the tax year, explain in Schedule O.
As a result of a federal award, was the organization required to undergo an audit or audits as set forth in the Single Audit
Act and OMB Circular A-1337

If “Yes," did the organization undergo the required audit or audits? If the organization did not undergo the required audit

12-16-15

Yes | No
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 2a X
........................................................ 2b | *
2c | X
3a X
3b
Form 990 (2015)



- - - OMB No. 1545-0047
(S;Z:igf ol:ing_Ez) Public Charity Status and Public Support
Complete if the organization is a section 501(c)(3) organization or a section 2 U 1 5
4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust.
Department of the Treasury P> Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. Open to Public
e P> Information about Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at www.irs. gov/form990. Inspection
Name of the organization Employer identification humber
PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065

[Part] | Reason for Public Charity Status (Al organizations must complete this part.) See instructions.

The organization is not a private foundation because it is: (For lines 1 through 11, check only one box.)
1 [:I A church, convention of churches, or association of churches described in section 170(b)(1)(A)i).
2 l:] A school described in section 170(b)(1){A)(ii). (Attach Schedule E (Form 990 or 990-EZ).)
3 |:| A hospital or a cooperative hospital service organization described in section 170(b){1){A)iii).
4 I:] A medical research organization operated in conjunction with a hospital described in section 170(b)(1)(A)ii). Enter the hospital’s name,
city, and state:

5§ ] An organization operated for the benefit of a college or university owned or operated by a governmental unit described in

section 170(b){1){A)(iv). (Complete Part II.)

I:| A federal, state, or local government or governmental unit described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(v).

[:I An organization that normally receives a substantial part of its support from a governmental unit or from the general public described in
section 170(b){1){(A)(vi). (Complete Part I1.)

8 D A community trust described in section 170(b)(1){A){(vi). (Complete Part II.)

An organization that normally receives: (1) more than 33 1/3% of its support from contributions, membership fees, and gross receipts from
activities related to its exempt functions - subject to certain exceptions, and (2) no more than 33 1/3% of its support from gross investment
income and unrelated business taxable income (less section 511 tax) from businesses acquired by the organization after June 30, 1975.
See section 509(a)(2). (Complete Part IIl.)

10 |:] An organization organized and operated exclusively to test for public safety. See section 509(a)(4).

11 |:] An organization organized and operated exclusively for the benefit of, to perform the functions of, or to carry out the purposes of one or
more publicly supported organizations described in section 509(a)(1) or section 509(a)(2). See section 509(a)(3). Check the box in
lines 11a through 11d that describes the type of supporting organization and complete lines 11e, 11f, and 11g.

a :] Type |. A supporting organization operated, supervised, or controlled by its supported organization(s), typically by giving
the supported organization(s) the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the directors or trustees of the supporting
organization. You must complete Part IV, Sections A and B.

b E] Type Il. A supporting organization supervised or controlled in connection with its supported organization(s), by having
control or management of the supporting organization vested in the same persons that control or manage the supported
organization(s). You must complete Part IV, Sections A and C.

c [] Type lll functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with, and functionally integrated with,
its supported organization(s) (see instructions). You must complete Part IV, Sections A, D, and E.

d [ Type Il non-functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with its supported organization(s)
that is not functionally integrated. The organization generally must satisfy a distribution requirement and an attentiveness
requirement (see instructions). You must complete Part IV, Sections A and D, and Part V.

e [__] Check this box if the organization received a written determination from the IRS that it is a Type |, Type Il, Type Il
functionally integrated, or Type Il non-functionally integrated supporting organization.

T Enter the number of supported OFGANTIZALIONS ... . ...t seesae s s s st sees [
g Provide the following information about the supported organization(s).
(i) Name of supported {ii) EIN (iii) Type of organization  [{iv}) Is the organization | (v) Amount of monetary (vi) Amount of
organization (described on lines 1-9 I'sted('? LAl i support (see other support (see
above (see instructions)) (9S8 COCTIEN instructions) instructions)
Yes No

Total
LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015

Form 990 or 990-EZ. 532021 09-23-15



Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-E7) 2015 PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065 Page 2
[ Earﬂl | Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Sections 170(b)(1)(A)(iv) and 170{b)(1)(A){vi)

(Complete only if you checked the box on line 5, 7, or 8 of Part | or if the organization failed to qualify under Part Ill. If the organization
fails to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part lIl.)
Section A. Public Support
Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) P> (a) 2011 (b) 2012 (c) 2013 (d) 2014 {e) 2015 (f) Total
1 Gifts, grants, contributions, and
membership fees received. (Do not
include any "unusual grants.")

2 Tax revenues levied for the organ-
ization's benefit and either paid to
or expended on its behalf

3 The value of services or facilities
furnished by a governmental unit to
the organization without charge

4 Total. Add lines 1 through3 . .

5 The portion of total contributions
by each person {(other than a
governmental unit or publicly
supported organization) included
on line 1 that exceeds 2% of the
amount shown on line 11,
column (f)

Public support. Subtract line 5 from line 4.
Sectlon B. Total Support

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) p» (a) 2011 (b} 2012 (c) 2013 (d) 2014 {e) 2015 (f) Total
7 Amounts fromlined .
8 Gross income from interest,

dividends, payments received on

securities loans, rents, royalties

and income from similar sources

9 Net income from unrelated business
activities, whether or not the
business is regularly carried on

10 Other income. Do not include gain
or loss from the sale of capital
assets (ExplaininPart VI.) ...

11 Total support. Add lines 7 through 10

12 Gross receipts from related activities, etc. (see instructions)

12 |
13 First five years. If the Form 990 is for the organization’s first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3)

organization, check this box and stop here ... .
Section C. Computation of Public §upport Percentage

14 Public support percentage for 2015 (line 6, column (f) divided by line 11, column (f)) 14 %

15 Public support percentage from 2014 Schedule A, Part Il line 14 15 %
16a 33 1/3% support test - 2015. If the organization did not check the box on line 13, and line 14 is 33 1/3% or more, check this box and
stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly SUPPOted OrganiZatioN
b 33 1/3% support test - 2014. [f the organization did not check a box on line 13 or 16a, and line 15 is 33 1/3% or more, check this box
and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization
17a 10% -facts-and-circumstances test - 2015. |f the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, or 16b, and line 14 is 10% or more,
and if the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances” test, check this box and stop here. Explain in Part VI how the organization
meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization .. .. .. .
b 10% -facts-and-circumstances test - 2014. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, or 17a, and line 15 is 10% or
more, and if the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test, check this box and stop here. Explain in Part VI how the
organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization ...

18 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, 17a. or 17b, check this box and see instructions =| |
Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015
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Page 3

, | Part 11l |Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Section 509(a)(2)
(Complete only if you checked the box on line 9 of Part | or if the organization failed to qualify under Part Il. If the organization fails to

aualify under the tests listed below. please complete Part II.)
Section A. Public Support

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) p»

1

6
7

8 Public support. (Sibyasi line 7¢ from live 51

Gifts, grants, contributions, and
membership fees received. (Do not
include any "unusual grants.")

Gross receipts from admissions,
merchandise sold or services per-
formed, or facilities furnished in
any activity that is related to the
organization’s tax-exempt purpose
Gross receipts from activities that
are not an unrelated trade or bus-

iness under section 513

Tax revenues levied for the organ-
ization's benefit and either paid to
orexpended on its behalf
The value of services or facilities
furnished by a governmental unit to
the organization without charge
Total. Add lines 1 through 5 ...
a Amounts included on lines 1, 2, and
3 received from disqualified persons

b Amounts included on lines 2 and 3 received
from other than disqualified persons that
exceed the greater of $5,000 or 1% of the
amount on fine 13 for the year

cAdd lines7aand7b

(a) 2011

(b) 2012

{c) 2013

(d) 2014

(e} 2015

(f) Total

654,948,

337,184,

445,110,

81,797.

208,446,

1,727,485,

21,185,299,

32,914,369,

45,540,615,

44,310,230,

42,343,985,

186,294,498,

21,840,247,

33,251,553,

45,985,725,

44,392,027,

42,552,431,

188,021,983,

353,393,

353,393,

0.

353,393,

353,393,

187,668 ,590.

Section B. Total Support

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) p»

]
10

11

12

13
14

Amounts fromline6 .. ...
a Gross income from interest,
dividends, payments received on
securities loans, rents, royalties
and income from similar sources __

b Unrelated business taxable income
(less section 511 taxes) from businesses
acquired after June 30, 1975

¢ Add lines 10a and 10b

Net income from unrelated business
activities not included in line 10b,
whether or not the business is
regularly carriedon
Other income. Do not include gain
or loss from the sale of capital
assets (Explain in Part VI.)
Total support. (add lines 9, 10c, 11, and 12.)

(a) 2011

(b) 2012

() 2013

(d) 2014

{e) 2015

(f) Total

21,840,247,

33,251,553,

45,985 725,

44,392,027,

42 552,431,

188,021,983,

190,508,

393,561,

719,523,

1,077,267,

1,180,467,

3,561,326,

188,601,

117,567,

72,456,

0.

3,498,

382,122,

379,109,

511,128,

791,979,

1,077,267,

1,183,965,

3,943,448,

785,

688.

2,698,

832,

5,003,

22,219,356,

33,763,466,

46,778,392,

45,471,992,

43,737,228,

191,970,434,

First five years. If the Form 990 is for the organization’s first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3) organization,

e T e A L B ) o 1 .o - S T ———— > ]
Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage
15 Public support percentage for 2015 (line 8, column (f) divided by line 13, column () 15 87,76 %
16 _Public support percentage from 2014 Schedule A. Part IIl. line 15 . 16 97.18 %
Section D. Computation of Investment Income Percentage
17 Investment income percentage for 2015 (line 10c, column (f) divided by line 13, column (f) ... ... 17 2.05 %
18 Investment income percentage from 2014 Schedule A, Part L, line 17 18 1.49 %
19a 33 1/3% support tests - 2015. If the organization did not check the box on line 14, and line 15 is more than 33 1/3%, and line 17 is not

more than 33 1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization ... ... | 2

b 33 1/3% support tests - 2014, [f the organization did not check a box on line 14 or line 19a, and line 16 is more than 33 1/3%, and

line 18 is not more than 33 1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization . > D

20_ Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 14, 19a. or 19b. check this box and see instructions > |

532023 09-23-15
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Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-£7) 2015 PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065 Page 4
. | Eart IV | Supporting Organizations
' (Complete only if you checked a box in line 11 on Part I. If you checked 11a of Part |, complete Sections A
and B. If you checked 11b of Part |, complete Sections A and C. If you checked 11c¢ of Part I, complete
Sections A, D, and E. If you checked 11d of Part |, complete Sections A and D, and complete Part V.)

Section A. All Supporting Organizations

Yes | No

1 Are all of the organization’s supported organizations listed by name in the organization’s governing
documents? jf “No" describe in Part VI how the supported organizations are designated. If designated by

class or purpose, describe the designation. If historic and continuing relationship, explain. 1

2 Did the organization have any supported organization that does not have an IRS determination of status
under section 509(a)(1) or (2)? i "Yes, " explain in Part VI how the organization determined that the supported

organization was described in section 509(a)(1) or (2). 2
3a Did the organization have a supported organization described in section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6)? /f "Yes," answer
(b) and (c) below. 3a

b Did the organization confirm that each supported organization qualified under section 501(c){4), (5), or (6) and
satisfied the public support tests under section 509(a)(2)? If "Yes, " describe in Part VI when and how the

organization made the determination. 3b

¢ Did the organization ensure that all support to such organizations was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B)

purposes? f "Yes, " explain in Part VI what controls the organization put in place to ensure such use. 3¢
4a Was any supported organization not organized in the United States ("foreign supported organization")? /¢
"Yes, " and if you checked 11a or 11b in Part I, answer (b) and (c) below. 4a

b Did the organization have ultimate control and discretion in deciding whether to make grants to the foreign
supported organization? Jf "Yes," describe in Part VI how the organization had such control and discretion

despite being controlled or supervised by or in connection with its supported organizations. 4b

¢ Did the organization support any foreign supported organization that does not have an IRS determination
under sections 501(c)(3) and 509(a)(1) or (2)? /f "Yes, " explain in Part VI what controls the organization used
to ensure that all support to the foreign supported organization was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B)

pUrpOSes. 4c

5a Did the organization add, substitute, or remove any supported organizations during the tax year? jf "yes,"
answer (b) and (c) below (if applicable). Also, provide detail in Part Vi, inciuding (i} the names and EIN
numbers of the supported organizations added, substituted, or removed; (i) the reasons for each such action;
(iij) the authority under the organization's organizing document authorizing such action; and (iv) how the action

was accomplished (such as by amendment to the organizing document). 5a
b Type lor Type Il only. Was any added or substituted supported organization part of a class already

designated in the organization’s organizing document? 5b
¢ Substitutions only. Was the substitution the result of an event beyond the organization’s control? 5¢

6 Did the organization provide support (whether in the form of grants or the provision of services or facilities) to
anyone other than (j) its supported organizations, (ii) individuals that are part of the charitable class
benefited by one or more of its supported organizations, or (iii) other supporting organizations that also
support or benefit one or more of the filing organization's supported organizations? Jf "Yes, " provide detail in

Part VI. 6

7 Did the organization provide a grant, loan, compensation, or other similar payment to a substantial contributor
(defined in section 4958(c)(3)(C)), a family member of a substantial contributor, or a 35% controlled entity with

regard to a substantial contributor? jf "Yes," complete Part | of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ). 7
8 Did the organization make a loan to a disqualified person (as defined in section 4958) not described in line 7?
If "Yes," complete Part | of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ). 8

9a Was the organization controlled directly or indirectly at any time during the tax year by one or more
disqualified persons as defined in section 4946 (other than foundation managers and organizations described

in section 509(a)(1) or (2))? I "Yes, " provide detail in Part V. 9a
b Did one or more disqualified persons (as defined in line 9a) hold a controlling interest in any entity in which '

the supporting organization had an interest? /f "Yes," provide detail in Part VI. 9b
¢ Did a disqualified person (as defined in line 9a) have an ownership interest in, or derive any personal benefit

from, assets in which the supporting organization also had an interest? f "Yes," provide detail in Part V. 9¢c

10a Was the organization subject to the excess business holdings rules of section 4943 because of section
4943(f) (regarding certain Type |l supporting organizations, and all Type lll non-functionally integrated

supporting organizations)? Jf "Yes," answer 10b below. 10a
b Did the organization have any excess business holdings in the tax year? (Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to
determine whether the organization had excass business holdings.) 10b

532024 09-23-15 Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015
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art IV | Supporting Organizations (continued)

Yes | No

11 Has the organization accepted a gift or contribution from any of the following persons?
a A person who directly or indirectly controls, either alone or together with persons described in (b) and (c)
below, the governing body of a supported organization? 11a
b A family member of a person described in (a) above? 11b

¢ A 35% controlled entity of a person described in (a) or (b) above? if "Yes” to a. b, or¢. provide detail in Part VL, 11c
Section B. Type | Supporting Organizations

Yes | No

1 Did the directors, trustees, or membership of one or more supported organizations have the power to
regularly appoint or elect at least a majority of the organization’s directors or trustees at all times during the
tax year? Jf "No," describe in Part VI how the supported organization(s) effectively operated, supervised, or
controlled the organization's activities. If the organization had more than one supported organization,
describe how the powers to appoint and/or remove directors or trustees were allocated among the supported

organizations and what conditions or restrictions, if any, applied to such powers during the tax year. 1
2 Did the organization operate for the benefit of any supported organization other than the supported
organization(s) that operated, supervised, or controlled the supporting organization? Jf "Yes," explain in

Part VI how providing such benefit carried out the purposes of the supported organization(s) that operated,
ization. 2

—supervised, or confrolled the supporting organ
Section C. Type Il Supporting Organizations

Yes | No

1 Were a majority of the organization’s directors or trustees during the tax year also a majority of the directors
or trustees of each of the organization’s supported organization(s)? /f "No," describe in Part VI how control

or management of the supporting organization was vested in the same persons that controlled or managed

nization(s) 1

——the supported orgal
Section D. All Type Ill Supporting Organizations

Yes | No

1 Did the organization provide to each of its supported organizations, by the last day of the fifth month of the
organization’s tax year, (i) a written notice describing the type and amount of support provided during the prior tax
year, (i) a copy of the Form 990 that was most recently filed as of the date of notification, and (jii) copies of the

organization's governing documents in effect on the date of notification, to the extent not previously provided? 1

2 Were any of the organization’s officers, directors, or trustees either (i) appointed or elected by the supported
organization(s) or (ii) serving on the governing body of a supported crganization? /f "No," explain in Part Vi how

the organization maintained a close and continuous working relationship with the supported organization(s). 2
3 By reason of the relationship described in (2), did the organization's supported organizations have a
significant voice in the organization’s investment policies and in directing the use of the organization’s

income or assets at all times during the tax year? jf "Yes," describe in Part Vi the role the organization's

—supported organizations plaved in this recard,
Section E. Type Il Functionally-Integrated Supporting Organizations
1 Check the box next to the method that the organization used to satisfy the Integral Part Test during the year (see instructions):
a |:] The organization satisfied the Activities Test. Complete line 2 below.
b D The organization is the parent of each of its supported organizations. Complete line 3 below.
¢ [ The organization supported a governmental entity. Describe in Part VI how you supported a government entity (see instructions).
2 Activities Test. Answer (a) and (b) below. Yes | No
a Did substantially all of the organization's activities during the tax year directly further the exempt purposes of
the supported organization(s) to which the organization was responsive? if "Yes," then in Part VI identify

those supported organizations and explain how these activities directly furthered their exempt purposes,
how the organization was responsive to those supported organizations, and how the organization determined
that these activities constituted substantially all of its activities. 2a
b Did the activities described in (a) constitute activities that, but for the organization’s involvement, one or more :
of the organization's supported organization(s) would have been engaged in? /f "Yes," explain in Part VI the

reasons for the organization's position that its supported organization(s) would have engaged in these
activities but for the organization's involvement. 2b

38 Parent of Supported Organizations. Answer (a) and (b) below.
a Did the organization have the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the officers, directors, or

trustees of each of the supported organizations? Provide details in Part V1. 3a
b Did the organization exercise a substantial degree of direction over the policies, programs, and activities of each |
of its supported organizations? If "Yes," describe in_Part V| the role plaved by the organization in this regard 3b

532025 09-23-15 Schedule A (Form 990 or 920-EZ) 2015



Schagma A (Form 890 or 990-E7) 2015 PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065 Page 6
] PartV [ Type IlI Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations
1 l:[ Check here if the organization satisfied the Integral Part Test as a qualifying trust on Nov. 20, 1970. See instructions. All
other Type Il non-functionally integrated supporting organizations must complete Sections A through E.

(B) Current Year

Section A - Adjusted Net Income (A) Prior Year (optional)

Net short-term capital gain
Recoveries of prior-year distributions
Other gross income (see instructions)
Add lines 1 through 3
Depreciation and depletion
Portion of operating expenses paid or incurred for production or
collection of gross income or for management, conservation, or
maintenance of property held for production of income (see instructions)
7 Other expenses (see instructions)
8 Adjusted Net Income (subtract lines 5, 6 and 7 from line 4) 8

o W N =

[ (4 B B (00 1T

o

~J

(B) Current Year

Section B - Minimum Asset Amount (A) Prior Year (optional)

1 Aggregate fair market value of all non-exempt-use assets (see
instructions for short tax year or assets held for part of year):

Average monthly value of securities 1a
Average monthly cash balances 1b
Fair market value of other non-exempt-use assets ic
Total (add lines 1a, 1b, and 1¢) 1d

o | |0 (O |

Discount claimed for blockage or other
factors (explain in detail in Part Vi):

2 Acquisition indebtedness applicable to non-exempt-use assets 2
Subtract line 2 from line 1d

Cash deemed held for exempt use. Enter 1-1/2% of line 3 (for greater amount,
see instructions).

Net value of non-exempt-use assets (subtract line 4 from line 3)

Multiply line 5 by .035

Recoveries of prior-year distributions

Minimum Asset Amount (add line 7 to line 6)

w
w

H

® N[ |
(oo BN (>N [ I

Section C - Distributable Amount Current Year

Adjusted net income for prior year (from Section A, line 8, Column A)
Enter 85% of line 1

Minimum asset amount for prior year (from Section B, line 8, Column A}
Enter greater of line 2 or line 3

Income tax imposed in prior year

Distributable Amount. Subtract line 5 from line 4, unless subject to
emergency temporary reduction (see instructions) 6
7 I:] Check here if the current year is the organization’s first as a non-functionally-integrated Type [Il supporting organization (see

instructions).

a DN =

[0 (¢ 1 BN [/ | S 1) FEN

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015
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| Part V | Type lil Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations (continued) -
Section D - Distributions Current Year
1 Amounts paid to supported organizations to accomplish exempt purposes
2 Amounts paid to perform activity that directly furthers exempt purposes of supported
organizations, in excess of income from activity
3 _Administrative expenses paid to accomplish exemnpt purposes of supported organizations
4 Amounts paid to acquire exempt-use assets
5 Qualified set-aside amounts (prior IRS approval required)
6 Other distributions (describe in Part VI). See instructions.
7 _Total annual distributions. Add lines 1 through 6.
8 Distributions to attentive supported organizations to which the organization is responsive
{provide details in Part VI). See instructions.
9 Distributable amount for 2015 from Section C, line 6
10 Line 8 amount divided by Line 9 amount
(M (i) _(iii)
Section E - Distribution Allocations (see instructions) SXCEeS DIShDUtonS Undel;(risg(l)t;gﬂons An?losl}::, ;Jct? l:2>I()e15
1 Distributable amount for 2015 from Section C, line 6
2 Underdistributions, if any, for years prior to 2015
(reasonable cause reguired-see instructions)
3 Excess distributions carryover, if any, to 2015:
—a
b
[+
d From 2013
e From 2014
f Total of lines 3a through &
g Applied to underdistributions of prior years
h_Applied to 2015 distributable amount X
i__Carryover from 2010 not applied (see instructions)
j Remainder. Subtract lines 3g, 3h, and 3i from 3f.
4  Distributions for 2015 from Section D,
ling 7: 3
a_Applied to underdistributions of prior years
b Applied to 2015 distributable amount
¢ Remainder. Subtract lines 4a and 4b from 4.
5 Remaining underdistributions for years prior to 2015, if
any. Subtract lines 3g and 4a from line 2 (if amount
areater than zero, see instructions).
6 Remaining underdistributions for 2015. Subtract lines 3h
and 4b from line 1 (if amount greater than zero, see
instructions).
7 Excess distributions carryover to 2016. Add lines 3j
and 4c.
_8 Breakdown ofline 7:
a
b
c_Excess from 2013
d Excess from 2014
e_FExcess from 2015
Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015
532027
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[Part VIT Supplemental Information. Provide the explanations required by Part I, fne 10; Part I, e 17a or 17b; Part Il e 12;
! Part [V, Section A, lines 1, 2, 3b, 3¢, 4b, 4c, 53, 6, 9a, 9b, 9¢, 11a, 11b, and 11¢; Part IV, Section B, lines 1 and 2; Part IV, Section C,
line 1; Part IV, Section D, lines 2 and 3; Part IV, Section E, lines 1c¢, 2a, 2b, 3a and 3b; Part V, line 1; Part V, Section B, line 1e; Part V,
Section D, lines 5, 6, and 8; and Part V, Section E, lines 2, 5, and 6. Also complete this part for any additional information.
(See instructions.)

532028 09-23-15 Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2015
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** PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COPY **

Schedule B Schedule of Contributors B Mo, 1545.0047
ﬁ,ﬁ"é&fg; SS0EZ, P Attach to Form 990, Form 990-EZ, or Form 990-PF.
- P> Information about Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 890-PF) and 20 1 5
epartment of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service its instructions is at Ww,;‘rs,gow’fomggo =
Name of the organization Employer identification number
PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065

Organization type (check one):

Filers of: Section:

Form 990 or 990-EZ 501(c){ 3 ) (enter number) organization

4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust not treated as a private foundation
527 political organization

Form 990-PF

501(c)(3) exempt private foundation

4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust treated as a private foundation

Oo0oaoorn

501(c)(3) taxable private foundation

Check if your organization is covered by the General Rule or a Special Rule.
Note. Only a section 501(c)(7), (8), or (10) organization can check boxes for both the General Rule and a Special Rule. See instructions.

General Rule

For an organization filing Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF that received, during the year, contributions totaling $5,000 or more (in money or
property) from any one contributor. Complete Parts | and |i. See instructions for determining a contributor's total contributions.

Special Rules

[ ] Foran organization described in section 501(c)(3) filing Form 990 or 990-EZ that met the 33 1/3% support test of the regulations under
sections 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(1)(A){(vi), that checked Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ), Part I, line 13, 16a, or 16b, and that received from
any one contributor, during the year, total contributions of the greater of (1) $5,000 or (2) 2% of the amount on (i) Form 990, Part VI, line 1h,
or (i) Form 990-EZ, line 1. Complete Parts | and II.

D For an organization described in section 501(c)(7), (8), or (10) filing Form 990 or 990-EZ that received from any one contributor, during the
year, total contributions of more than $1,000 exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or educational purposes, o for
the prevention of cruelty to children or animals. Complete Parts |, II, and III.

[ ] Foran organization described in section 501(c)(7), (8), or (10) filing Form 990 or 890-EZ that received from any one contributor, during the
year, contributions exclusively for religious, charitable, etc., purposes, but no such contributions totaled more than $1,000. If this box
is checked, enter here the total contributions that were received during the year for an exclusively religious, charitable, etc.,
purpose. Do not complete any of the parts unless the General Rule applies to this organization because it received nonexclusively
religious, charitable, etc., contributions totaling $5,000 or more during the year |

Caution. An organization that is not covered by the General Rule and/or the Special Rules does not file Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF),
but it must answer "No" on Part IV, line 2, of its Form 990; or check the box on line H of its Form 990-EZ or on its Form 990-PF, Part |, line 2, to
certify that it does not meet the filing requirements of Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF).

LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF.  Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2015)

523451
10-26-15



Schedule B (Form 990, 890-EZ, or 990-PF) (2015)

Page 2

Name of organization

PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE

Employer identification number

68-0492065

Part Contributors (see instructions). Use duplicate copies of Part | if additional space is needed.

(a)
No.

(b)
Name, address, and ZIP + 4

{c)
Total contributions

(d)
Type of contribution

20,000,

Person
Payroll I:]
Noncash [ ]

(Complete Part Il for
noncash contributions.)

(a)
No.

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

{d)

Type of contribution

186,768,

Person
Payroll |:]
Noncash [ ]

(Complete Part il for
noncash contributions.)

(a}
No,

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution

Person |:]
Payroll |:]
Noncash [ ]

(Compiete Part Il for
noncash contributions.)

(a)
No.

(b)
Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution

Person I:]
Payroll |:]
Noncash [ |

(Complete Part Il for
noncash contributions.)

(a)
No,

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)
Total contributions

(d)
Type of contribution

Person |:]
Payroll ]
Noncash [ |

(Complete Part Il for
noncash contributions.)

(a)
No.

(b)
Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)
Total contributions

(d)
Type of contribution

Person D
Payroll f:I
Noncash [ ]

(Complete Part Il for
noncash contributions.)

523452 10-26-15
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Page 3

Name of organization

Employer identification number

PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065
Partll | Noncash Property (see instructions). Use duplicate copies of Part Il if additional space is needed.
(a)
(c)
No.

° . (b) . FMV (or estimate) (d) 3
from Description of noncash property given i . Date received
Part| (see instructions)

(a)
(c)
No.
froom Description of o h i FMV (or estimate) Date ::t):eived
oo escription of noncash property given eeelin=richonE)
(a)
(c)
No.

o o (b) . FMV (or estimate) (d .
from Description of noncash property given . . Date received
Part] (see instructions)

(a)
{c)
No.

o o (b) . FMV (or estimate) (o) .
from Description of noncash property given . . Date received
Part | (see instructions)

(a)
(©
No.

° o (b) i FMV (or estimate) (d) .
from Description of noncash property given i . Date received
Part| (see instructions)

(@

No. (b) (©) : (d)
from Description of noncash property given il ( il esterlate) Date received
Part | (see instructions)

523453 10-26-15
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Schedule B (Form 590, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2015)

Page 4

Name of organization

PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE

Employer identification number

68-0492065

| Part lll | Exclusively Tteligious, charitable, etc., contributions to organizations described in section 501{c)(7), (8), or {10) that total more than $1,000 for
the year from any one contributor. Complete columns (a) through (e) and the following line entry. For organizations

completing Part Ill, enter the total of exclusivsly religious, charitable, atc., contributions of $1,000 or less for the year, (Enter this info, once.) $
Use duplicate copies of Part Il if additional space is needed.
(a) No.
gorTI (b) Purpose of gift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held
a
(e) Transfer of gift
Transferee's name, address, and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee
(a) No.
g’rorTl (b) Purpose of gift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held
a
(e) Transfer of gift
Transferee’s name, address, and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee
(a) No.
;,m't“' (b) Purpose of gift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held
ar
(e) Transfer of gift
Transferee’s name, address, and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee
{a) No.
g:rTl (b) Purpose of gift {c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held
(e) Transfer of gift
Transferee's name, address, and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee

523454 10-26-15
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» - OMB Wo. 1545-0047
SCHEDULE D Supplemental Financial Statements =
(Form 990) P Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, 20 1 5
2 Part IV, line 6,7, 8, 9, 10 11a, 11b, 11¢, 11d, 11e, 11f, 123, or 12b —Open o Public—]
Department of the Treasury At‘tach to Form 990. | pen
Internal Revenue Servica P Information about Schedule D (Form 990) and its instructions is at wwiw jrs gov/form980 nspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number
PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065

] Partl | Organizations Maintaining Donor Advised Funds or Other Similar Funds or Accounts. Complete if the
organization answered "Yes" on Form 890, Part IV, line 6.

(a) Donor advised funds (b) Funds and other accounts

1 Total numberatendofyear . ... .
2 Aggregate value of contributions to (during year)
3 Aggregate value of grants from (during year)
4 Aggregate value at end of year
& Did the organization inform all donors and donor advisors in writing that the assets held in donor advised funds

are the organization's property, subject to the organization's exclusive legal control?

6 Did the organization inform all grantees, donors, and donor advisors in writing that grant funds can be used only
for charitable purposes and not for the benefit of the donor or donor advisor, or for any other purpose conferring

impermissible private benefit? ... - e I Yes [_INo
l Part 1l | Conservation Easemems- Comp[ete |f the organlzanon answered "Yes“ on Form 990 Part IV I|ne 7

1 Purpose(s) of conservation easements held by the organization (check all that apply).
D Preservation of land for public use (e.g., recreation or education) |:] Preservation of a historically important land area
|___| Protection of natural habitat |:] Preservation of a certified historic structure
|:| Preservation of open space
2 Complete lines 2a through 2d if the organization held a qualified conservation contribution in the form of a conservation easement on the last

day of the tax year. Held at the End of the Tax Year
a Total number of conservation eaSeMENS | .. .. st 2a
b Total acreage restricted by conservation @asements . . ..., 2b
¢ Number of conservation easements on a certified historic structure included in (&) . ... ... 2c
d Number of conservation easements included in (c) acquired after 8/17/06, and not on a historic structure
listed in the National ReGISter | s see st see e ss e ee e smaene e seeeesemeenn 2d
8 Number of conservation easements modified, transferred, released, extinguished, or terminated by the organization during the tax
year p>

4 Number of states where property subject to conservation easement is located p>
5 Does the organization have a written policy regarding the periodic monitoring, inspection, handling of

violations, and enforcement of the conservation easements it DOIAS? |:| Yes [ INo
6 Staff and volunteer hours devoted to monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year

| —
7 Amount of expenses incurred in monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year

> S

8 Does each conservation easement reported on line 2(d) above satisfy the requirements of section 170(h)(4)(B)(i)
and section 170(h)4)(B)(i)? [ Jyes [_INo
9 InPart X]ll, describe how the organization reports conservation easements in its revenue and expense statement, and balance sheet, and
include, if applicable, the text of the footnote to the organization's financial statements that describes the organization’s accounting for
conservation easements.
] Part lil [ Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical ‘T‘reasures, or Other Similar Assets.
Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 8.

1a If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), not to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art,
historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide, in Part XIII,
the text of the footnote to its financial statements that describes these items.

b If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art, historical
treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide the following amounts
relating to these items:

(i) Revenue included on Form 990, Part VI, line 1
(i) Assets included in Form 990, Part X

2 If the organization received or held works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets for financial gain, provide
the following amounts required to be reported under SFAS 116 (ASC 958) relating to these items:

a Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1

b_Assets included in Form 990, Part X L e

LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 Schedule D (Form 990) 2015

532051
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Schedule D (Form 990} 2015

PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE

68-04592065

Page 2

artlll | Organizations Maintaining Coliections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets ontinyed)

3 Using the organization's acquisition, accession, and other records, check any of the following that are a significant use of its collection items

(check all that apply):
a |:| Public exhibition
b |:| Scholarly research
c D Preservation for future generations

d D Loan or exchange programs

e |:| Other

4 Provide a description of the organization’s collections and explain how they further the organization’s exempt purpose in Part XII!.
5 During the year, did the organization solicit or receive donations of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets

|Par1V

to be sold to raise funds rather than to be maintained as part of the organization’s collection? i, ] Yes [_1No
Escrow and Custodial Arrangements. Complets if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 9, or
reported an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21.
1a |s the organization an agent, trustee, custodian or other intermediary for contributions or other assets not included
on Form 990, Part X? I:J Yes |:] No

Amount
€ Beginning BAlANCE | ... ... et ic
d Additions dUriNg the YEar | | .. .ttt et ee e et id
e Distributions during the YEar .. . .o e e
f ENAING BAIANCE iy et i ot Sl s b S L S e e 1t
2a Did the organization include an amount on Form 990, Part X, line21, for escrow or custodial account liability? ... .. D Yes I___] No
b_If "Yes,® explain the arrangement in Part XIll. Check here if the explanation has been provided on Part XIll ... . [

Endowment Funds. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 10.

Part VI

]

(a) Current year

{b) Prior vear

{c) Two vears back

{(d) Three vears back

(e) Four years back

1a Beginning of year balance

Contributions

Net investment earnings, gains, and losses

Grants or scholarships . . ... .

O o 0 T

Other expenditures for facilities
and programs

_..
>
Q
2
3.
w
=+
g
<l
(0]
(0]
X

o
[0}
3
w
D
w

g End of year balance

2 Provide the estimated percentage of the current year end balance (line 1g, column (a)) held as:

a Board designated or quasi-endowment P

%

b Permanent endowment p

%

¢ Temporarily restricted endowment p

%

The percentages on lines 2a, 2b, and 2¢ should equal 100%.
3a Are there endowment funds not in the possession of the organization that are held and administered for the organization

by:
(i) unrelated organizations
(ii) related organizations

4__Describe in Part XIll the intended uses of the organization's endowment funds.

b If "Yes" on line 3al(ji), are the related organizations listed as required on Schedule R?

Yes | No

3afi)
| 3aii)
3b

| Land, Buildings, and Equipment.

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 11a. See Form 990, Part X, line 10.

Description of property (a) Cost or other (b} Cost or other (c) Accumulated (d) Book value
basis (investment) basis (other) depreciation

Ta Land s

b Bulldings ..o
¢ Leasehold improvements ... ... ... 1,123,004, 580,719, 542,285,
d Equipment | s 2,316,038, 1,279,685. 1,036,353,
e Other e ) — T 8,492 ,727. 1,402,664, 7,090,063,
Total. Add lines 1a throuah 1e. (Column (0l must egual Form 990, Part X, column (B line 10c) | 8,668,701,
Schedule D (Form 990) 2015

532052

09-21-15



Schedule D (Form 290) 2015 PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065 Page 3
Part VII| Investments - Other Securities.

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 890, Part IV, line 11b. See Form 990, Part X, line 12.
(a) Description of security or category (including name of security) (b) Book value (c) Method of valuation: Cost or end-of-year market value

(1) Financial derivatives ...
(2) Closely-held equity interests
(3} Other
(A)
B)
(@]
(D)
(E)
(F)
(G)
(H)
Total. (Col. (b) must equal Form 930, Part X, col. (B) ling 12.)

Part VIll| Investments - Program Related.

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 11c. See Form 990, Part X, line 13.
(a) Description of investment (b) Book value (c) Method of valuation: Cost or end-of-year market vaiue

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

()

(8)

(9)
Total. (Col. (b) must equal Form 990, Part X. col. (B) line 13.) p» |
‘ Other Assets.

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 890, Part IV, line 11d. See Form 990, Part X, line 15.
(a) Description (b) Book value

Other Liabilities.
Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 11e or 11f. See Form 990, Part X, line 25.

1. (a) Description of liability (b) Book value

(1) _Federal income taxes
(?) ACCRUED PAYROLL LIABILITIES 1,688,011,
(3)
4)
(8)
(6)
(7
(8)
©)
Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col, (B N 25) «.c........... > 1,688,011,

2. Liability for uncertain tax positions. In Part Xlli, provide the text of the footnote to the organization's financial statements that reports the

organization’s liability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740). Check here if the text of the footnote has been provided in Part XlI| [X]

Schedule D (Form 990) 2015

532053
09-21-15



Schedule D (Form 990! 2015 PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE

68-0492065 page4

Part XI | Reconciliation of Revenue per Audited Financial Statements With Revenue per Return.

Complets if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a.

1 Total revenue, gains, and other support per audited financial statements 1 42,865,905,
2 Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12:

a Net unrealized gains {losses) on investments v L2a -549,944.

b Donated services and use of facilities 2b

¢ Recoveries of prioryear grants ..., 2c

d Other(Describe in Part XIIL) 2d -102,075,

g T - E OO 2e ~652,019.
3 SuDLract iNe 28 fOM IINE T . o it e et e et e 3 43,517,924,
4 Amounts included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, but not on line 1:

a Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIIl, line 7b ... ... . 4a

b Other (Describe inPart XIIL) ... e, 4b

C ADDIINES 43 ANAAD .. ..o et et e 4c 2.

Total revenue. Add lines 3 and 4¢. (Jhis m QI 990, Part LUING T2) i iiieieiniin 5 43,517,924,
Reconciliation of Expenses per Audited Fmanc:al Statements With Expenses per Return,
Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 880, Part IV, line 12a.
1 Total expenses and losses per audited financial statements O B 127845 620,
2 Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part IX, line 25:

a Donated services and use of facilities ..., 2a

b Prioryearadjustments e 2b

C OHNErIOSSES | .. it ts ennenaeen 2c

d Other (Describe in Part XII1.) 2d

e Addlines 2athroUg 2d ||| .. ..ttt 2e 0.
3 Subtractline 28 oM e 1 | e oot 3 2 RIS
4 Amounts included on Form 990, Part IX, line 25, but not on line 1:

Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIll, line 7b . . | 4a
b Other (Describe in Part XIIL) 4b 102,075
¢ Addlines daand b e et r s ennes 4c B0
5 42,951,695,

Total expenses. Add lines 3 and 4c. ine 18
] Part XIIII Supplemental Information

Provide the descriptions required for Part Ii, lines 3, 5, and &; Part Ill, lines 1a and 4; Part IV, lines 1b and 2b; Part V, line 4; Part X, line 2; Part XI,

lines 2d and 4b; and Part Xil, lines 2d and 4b. Also complete this part to provide any additional information.

PART X, LINE 2:

PLOS HAS RECEIVED NOTIFICATION FROM THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE AND THE

STATE OF CALIFORNIA THAT IT QUALIFIES FOR TAX-EXEMPT STATUS UNDER SECTION

501(C){(3) OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE AND SECTION 27301D OF THE

CALIFORNIA REVENUE AND TAXATION CODE, THE EXEMPTIONS ARE SUBJECT TO

PERIODIC REVIEW BY THE FEDERAL AND STATE TAXING AUTHORITIES AND MANAGEMENT

IS CONFIDENT THAT PLOS CONTINUES TO SATISFY ALL FEDERAL AND STATE STATUTES

IN ORDER TO QUALIFY FOR CONTINUED TAX EXEMPTION STATUS, PLOS MAY

PERIODICALLY RECEIVE UNRELATED BUSINESS INCOME (SUCH AS ADVERTISING

INCOME, ETC.) REQUIRING PLOS TO FILE SEPARATE TAX RETURNS UNDER FEDERAL

AND STATE STATUTES., PLOS ALSO HAS CERTAIN TRANSACTIONS REQUIRING THE

PAYMENT OF VALUE ADDED TAXES, UNDER SUCH CONDITIONS, PLOS CALCULATES AND

532054
08-21-15

Schedule D (Form 990) 2015



Schgd’ule D (Ferm 990) 2015 PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE

68-0492065 Page 5

art XIll | Supplemental Information ontinueq)

ACCRUES THE APPLICABLE TAXES, PLOS IS NOT SUBJECT TO EXAMINATION BY TAXING

AUTHORITIES FOR THE YEARS BEFORE 2011, NOR IS CURRENTLY UNDER EXAMINATION

FOR ANY SUBSEQUENT YEARS,

PLOS ASSESSES TAX POSITIONS TAKEN OR EXPECTED TO BE TAKEN AGAINST

MORE-LIKELY-THAN-NOT RECOGNITION THRESHOLD AND MEASUREMENT ATTRIBUTES FOR

FINANCIAL STATEMENT RECOGNITION, BASED ON AN ANALYSIS PREPARED BY PLOS,

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT PLOS BELIEVES THAT IT HAS APPROPRIATE SUPPORT FOR

ANY TAX POSITIONS TAKEN, AND AS SUCH, DOES NOT HAVE ANY UNCERTAIN TAX

POSITIONS THAT ARE MATERIAL TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS,

PART XI, LINE 2D - OTHER ADJUSTMENTS:

LOSS ON EXCHANGE RATE -102,075,

PART XII, LINE 4B - OTHER ADJUSTMENTS:

LOSS ON EXCHANGE RATE 102,075,

532085
08-21-15

Schedule D (Form 990) 2015



SCHEDULEF
, (Form 990)

Department of the Treasury
internal Revenue Service

Statement of Activities Outside the United States

P Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 930, Part IV, line 14b, 15, or 16.

P Information about Schedule F (Form 990) and its instructions is at _www.irs.gov/form980.

P Attach to Form 990.

OMB No. 1545-0047

2015

Open to Public
Inspection

Name of the organization

PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE

Employer identification number

68-0492065

[Part] | General Information on Activities Outside the United States. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on
Form 990, Part IV, line 14b.

1 For grantmakers. Does the organization maintain records to substantiate the amount of its grants and other assistance,

the grantees’ eligibility for the grants or assistance, and the selection criteria used to award the grants or assistance?

:’ Yes D No

2 For grantmakers. Describe in Part V the organization’s procedures for monitoring the use of its grants and other assistance outside the

United States.

3 Activities per Region. (The following Part |, line 3 table cai

n be duplicated if additional space is needed.)

(a) Region (b) Number of | (c) Nl.}mber of | (d)Activities conducted in region (e) If activity listed in (d) (f) Total
employees, A : : expenditures
' ofﬁces' age?'ltss,' poe by type) (e..g., fundraising, program isa grogram §?rvlce, aor and
inthe region | independent services, investments, grants to describe specific type investments
contractors iDi ; ; . . g \ !
Hestedoy recipients located in the region) of service(s) in region in region
EUROPE (INCLUDING
ICELAND & GREENLAND)
— ALBANIA, ANDORRA, EDITORIAL SUPPORT TO
AUSTRIA, BELGIUM 1 47 |[PROGRAM SERVICES SERVE U,S., OPERATIONS, 3,829,657,
3a Subtotal .. 1 47 3,829,657,
b Total from continuation
sheetsto Part! 0 0 0.
¢ Totals (add lines 3a
and 3b) 1 47 3,829,657,

LHA

532071
10-01-15

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990.

Schedule F (Form 990) 2015
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68-0492065 Page 4

Schedule F (Form 990) 2015 PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE
[Part VT Foreign Forms

~ Was the organization a U.S. transferor of property to a foreign corporation during the tax year? If "Yes," the

organization may be required to file Forrm 926, Retum by a U.S. Transferor of Property to a Foreign

Corporation (see INSIrUCHIONS TOr FOIM Q26) ... oo e et ieeis e et asaaeees s s e e s e s ersseesassiase s e e eanssseeaaeerananbaean

Did the organization have an interest in a foreign trust during the tax year? Jf "Yes," the organization
may be required to separately file Form 3520, Annual Return To Report Transactions With Foreign
Trusts and Receipt of Certain Foreign Gifts, and/or Form 3520-A, Annual Information Return of Foreign

Trust With a U.S. Owner (see Instructions for Forms 3520 and 3520-A; do not file with Form 990) ............c.......

Did the organization have an ownership interest in a foreign corporation during the tax year? /f "Yes,"
the organization may be required to file Form 5471, Information Retum of U.S. Persons With Respect to

Certain Foreign Corporations (see InStructions for FOITI 5471) . ....ooviveiveeeesessmsssssssresssssesessssssssssnrsesssassasassses

Was the organization a direct or indirect shareholder of a passive foreign investment company or a
qualified electing fund during the tax year? if "Yes, " the organization may be required to file Form 8621,
Information Return by a Shareholder of a Passive Foreign Investment Company or Qualified Electing Fund

(SEE INSIUCTIONS FOr FOMT BB27) .ottt ettt e et st et et a s e et e et ia e e s anes

Did the organization have an ownership interest in a foreign partnership during the tax year? /f "Yes,"
the organization may be required to file Form 8865, Returm of U.S. Persons With Respect to Certain

Foreign Partnerships (see InStructions for FOIM 8865)  ..........ooo oo iieeeieeeee s i eessaseseesessesssmsssnssseeanesesmnssseeans

Did the organization have any operations in or related to any boycotting countries during the tax year?
"Yes, " the organization may be required to separately file Form 5713, International Boycott Report (see

Instructions for Form 5713; do not file With FOIM 990) ... .ccciiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt ra e

]:l Yes No

|:| Yes No

D Yes No

D Yes No

[:| Yes No

D Yes No

532074
10-01-15

Schedule F (Form 990) 2015



Schedule F (Form 990} 2015 PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065 Page 5

L artV | Supplemental Information
Provide the information required by Part |, line 2 (monitoring of funds); Part I, line 3, column (f) (accounting method; amounts of
investments vs. expenditures per region); Part Il line 1 {accounting method); Part Ill (accounting method); and Part |il, column (c)
(estimated number of recipients), as applicable. Also complete this part to provide any additional information.

532075 10-01-15 Schedule F (Form 990) 2015



SCHEDULE J Compensation Information

(Form 990) For certain Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest
Compensated Employees
P Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 23.

Department of the Treasury P Attach to Form 990.

OMB No. 1545-0047

2015

Open to Public

Internal Revenus Service P> Information about Schedule J (Form 990) and its instructions is at _www irs gov/formagn inspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number
PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065
]T’art 1| Questions ﬁegarding éompensation
Yes | No
1a Check the appropriate box(es) if the organization provided any of the following to or for a person listed on Form 990,
Part VII, Section A, line 1a. Complete Part ill to provide any relevant information regarding these items.
D First-class or charter travel ]:| Housing allowance or residence for personal use
I:l Travel for companions |:| Payments for business use of personal residence
[_] Tax indemnification and gross-up payments [:| Health or social club dues or initiation fees
[:] Discretionary spending account [:] Personal services (e.g., maid, chauffeur, chef)
b If any of the boxes on line 1a are checked, did the organization follow a written policy regarding payment or
- reimbursement or provision of all of the expenses described above? If "No," complete Part lllto explain .. ... 1b
2 Did the organization require substantiation prior to reimbursing or allowing expenses incurred by all directors,
trustees, and officers, including the CEO/Executive Director, regarding the items checked inline 1a? . i, 2
3 Indicate which, if any, of the following the filing organization used to establish the compensation of the organization’s
CEO/Executive Director. Check all that apply. Do not check any boxes for methods used by a related organization to
establish compensation of the CEOQ/Executive Director, but explain in Part Iil.
Compensation committee Written employment contract
Independent compensation consultant Compensation survey or study
l:l Form 990 of other organizations Approval by the board or compensation committee
4 During the year, did any person listed on Form 990, Part VI, Section A, line 1a, with respect to the filing
organization or a related organization:
a Receive a severance payment or Change-Of-CONtrOl Pay et ? e 4a | X
b Participate in, or receive payment from, a supplemental nongualified retirement pPlan? e, 4b X
¢ Participate in, or receive payment from, an equity-based compensation arrangement? 4c X
If "Yes" to any of lines 4a-c, list the persons and provide the applicable amounts for each item in Part Il
Only section 501(c)(3), 501(c){4), and 501(c){29) organizations must complete lines 5-9.
5 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VI, Section A, line 1a, did the organization pay or accrue any compensation
contingent on the revenues of:
a The OFganization? 4 . ..o AR s S o S B A Vo S e P S e o S e e 5a X
b Any related organization? &b X
If "Yes" to line 5a or 5b, describe in Part Il
6 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization pay or accrue any compensation
contingent on the net earnings of:
@ THE OTQANIZALIONT e et eee sttt e e ees et e e ee oot e et er s 6a Z
b Any related Organization? ettt ettt 6b e
If "Yes" on line 6a or 6b, describe in Part ll.
7 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VI, Section A, line 1a, did the organization provide any non-fixed payments
not described on lines 5 and 87 If "Yes," describe N Part 11l 7 X
8 Were any amounts reported on Form 990, Part VI, paid or accrued pursuant to a contract that was subject to the l
initial contract exception described in Regulations section 53.4958-4(a)(3)? If “Yes," describe inPart W . . 8 X
9 If "Yes" to line 8, did the organization also follow the rebuttable presumption procedure described in !
Reaulations section 53.4958-6(c)? N —_ 9

LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990.

532111
10-14-15

Schedule J (Form 990) 2015
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SCHEDULE O Supplemental Information to Form 990 or 990-EZ
(Form 990 or 990-EZ) Complete to provide information for responses to specific questions on 20 1 5

Form 990 or 990-EZ or to provide any additional information. _
Department of the Treasury P> Attach to Form 990 or 990-EZ. Open to Public
Internal Revenue Service rmation abou ul rm 9 r -EZ) and i structi 5 s i Q0990 InspectLon
Name of the organization Employer identification number

PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE 68-0492065

FORM 990, PART I, LINE 1, DESCRIPTION OF ORGANIZATION MISSION:

PUBLIC LIBRARY OF SCIENCE (PLOS) IS A NONPROFIT OPEN ACCESS (OR)

PUBLISHER, INNOVATOR AND ADVOCACY ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO

ACCELERATING PROGRESS IN SCIENCE AND MEDICINE BY LEADING A

TRANSFORMATION IN RESEARCH COMMUNICATION, THE PLOS SUITE OF JOURNALS

CONTAIN RIGOROUSLY PEER-REVIEWED OA RESEARCH ARTICLES FROM ALL AREAS OF

SCIENCE AND MEDICINE, TOGETHER WITH EXPERT COMMENTARY AND ANALYSIS, IN

ADDITION TO JOURNALS, THE ORGANIZATION ADVANCES INNOVATIONS IN

SCIENTIFIC PUBLISHING THROUGH COLLECTIONS, COMMUNITIES AND THE PLOS

BLOG NETWORK, FOUNDED TO CATALYZE A REVOLUTION IN SCIENTIFIC PUBLISHING

BY DEMONSTRATING THE VALUE AND FEASIBILITY OF OA PUBLICATION, PLOS IS

COMMITTED TO INNOVATIVE AND FORWARD-LOOKING SOLUTIONS TO SCIENTIFIC

COMMUNICATION,

PLOS JOURNALS FULLY COMPLY WITH OA MANDATES FROM FUNDERS, INSTITUTIONS

AND POLICYMAKERS; UPON PUBLICATION ALL ARTICLES ARE IMMEDIATELY

DEPOSITED IN PUBMED CENTRAL, SINCE 2003 PLOS HAS PUBLISHED MORE THAN

165,000 ARTICLES.

THE ORGANIZATION'S CORE OBJECTIVES ARE TO:

- PROVIDE WAYS TO OVERCOME UNNECESSARY BARRIERS TO IMMEDIATE

AVAILABILITY, ACCESS AND USE OF RESEARCH

- PURSUE A PUBLISHING STRATEGY THAT OPTIMIZES THE QUALITY AND INTEGRITY

OF THE PUBLICATION PROCESS

- DEVELOP INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO THE ASSESSMENT, ORGANIZATION AND

REUSE OF IDEAS AND DATA

IE’_SI-2|A11 For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2015)
2
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PLOS BELIEVES THAT SCIENTIFIC IDEAS AND DISCOVERIES ARE A PUBLIC GOOD,

AND SUPPORTS OA TO MAKE SCIENTIFIC ARTICLES IMMEDIATELY AND FREELY

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE, ANYWHERE, FOR DOWNLOAD, PRINT, DISTRIBUTION AND

REUSE WITHOUT CHARGE OR OTHER BARRIERS, AS LONG AS THE AUTHOR IS

PROPERLY ATTRIBUTED, OA ALLOWS RESEARCHERS TO READ AND BUILD ON THE

FINDINGS OF OTHERS WITHOUT RESTRICTION, TAXPAYERS TO SEE THE RESULTS OF

THEIR INVESTMENT AND PROVIDES TEACHERS AND THEIR STUDENTS ACCESS TO THE

LATEST RESEARCH FINDINGS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD., PLOS LOOKS FOR WAYS TO

USE EMERGING TECHNOLOGY AND NEW IDEAS TO OPEN UP SCIENTIFIC

COMMUNICATION - TO MAKE IT FASTER, MORE EFFICIENT, MORE CONNECTED AND

MORE USEFUL,

FORM 990, PART III, LINE 4A:

THE FIRST MULTI-DISCIPLINARY, BROAD-ACCEPTANCE JOURNAL PUBLISHING ALL

SCIENTIFICALLY RIGOROUS WORK, PLOS ONE ENSURES THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF

QUALITY AND OPENNESS FOR THE CONTENT IT PUBLISHES AND BOOSTS SPEED TO

PUBLICATION BY ELIMINATING SUBJECTIVE ASSESSMENTS OF SIGNIFICANCE OR

SCOPE TO FOCUS ON TECHNICAL, ETHICAL AND SCIENTIFIC RIGOR, THE JOURNAL

PUBLISHES ORIGINAL RESEARCH IN ALL SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES, INCLUDING

INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH, NEGATIVE RESULTS AND REPLICATION STUDIES -

ALL VITAL PARTS OF THE SCIENTIFIC RECORD, PLOS BIOLOGY PUBLISHES

ARTICLES OF EXCEPTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE, ORIGINALITY AND RELEVANCE IN ALL

AREAS OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE, FROM MOLECULES TO ECOSYSTEMS TO

DATA-DRIVEN META-RESEARCH, INCLUDING WORK AT THE INTERFACE OF OTHER

DISCIPLINES SUCH AS CHEMISTRY, MEDICINE AND MATHEMATICS, PLOS MEDICINE

PUBLISHES ARTICLES ON BIOMEDICAL, ENVIRONMENTAL,6 SOCIAL AND POLITICAL

532212 09-02-15
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DETERMINANTS OF HUMAN HEALTH WORLDWIDE, THE JOURNAL ACCEPTS A VARIETY

OF STUDY DESIGNS INCLUDING CLINICAL TRIALS, OBSERVATIONAL STUDIES,

DIAGNOSTIC AND PROGNOSTIC TOOLS, EPIDEMIOLOGY, PREDICTIVE AND

EXPLANATORY MODELING, QUALITATIVE STUDIES AND CLINICALLY ORIENTED

TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH, PLOS COMPUTATIONAL BIOLOGY PUBLISHES WORKS OF

SIGNIFICANCE THAT FURTHER THE UNDERSTANDING OF LIVING SYSTEMS AT ALL

SCALES - FROM MOLECULES AND CELLS TO PATIENT POPULATIONS AND ECOSYSTEMS

— THROUGH THE APPLICATION OF COMPUTATIONAL METHODS, PLOS GENETICS

PUBLISHES ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS IN GENETICS AND GENOMICS THAT REFLECT

THE FULL BREADTH, INTERDISCIPLINARY NATURE AND IMPACT OF THESE FIELDS

ON SCIENCE AND MEDICINE, SUCH AS HUMAN STUDIES AS WELL AS RESEARCH ON

MODEL ORGANISMS - FROM MICE AND FLIES TO PLANTS AND BACTERIA - WITH AN

EMPHASIS ON STUDIES OF BROAD INTEREST TO THE GENETICS COMMUNITY THAT

PROVIDE SIGNTFICANT INSIGHT INTO BIOLOGICAL PROCESSES. PLOS NEGLECTED

TROPICAL DISEASES, THE FIRST JOURNAL SOLELY DEVOTED TO CHRONIC AND

POVERTY-PROMOTING INFECTIOUS DISEASES AFFECTING THE WORLD'S POOREST

POPULATIONS, PUBLISHES RIGOROUSLY PEER-REVIEWED RESEARCH ON ALL

SCIENTIFIC, MEDICAL,6 POLITICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH ASPECTS OF NTDS,

COMMENTARY ON WIDE RANGING TOPICS - FROM POLICY DISCUSSION TO CLINICAL

EDUCATION AND TOPICAL DEBATES - KEEP READERS CURRENT ON THE

IMPLICATIONS OF RESEARCH DISCOVERIES, PLOS PATHOGENS IS THE FIRST OPEN

ACCESS JOURNAL FOR BREAKTHROUGHS IN UNDERSTANDING PATHOGENS AND THEIR

INTERACTIONS WITH HOST ORGANISMS, THE JOURNAL PUBLISHES ORIGINAL

RESEARCH AND COMMENTARY THAT YIELD NOVEL INSIGHTS INTO PATHOGENESIS

THAT ARE OF BROAD INTEREST AND IMPORTANCE TO RESEARCHERS STUDYING

PATHOGENS AND PATHOGEN-HOST INTERACTIONS, IN THE AREAS OF NATURAL

DISASTERS, DISEASE OUTBREAKS, RARE INHERITABLE DISEASES AND PHYLOGENIC

STUDIES, PLOS CURRENTS PROVIDES AN EXPEDITED PATH TO PUBLICATION FOR

532212 09-02-15
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RAPID EXCHANGE OF IDEAS AND RESULTS., SUBMISSION FORMATS ARE FLEXIBLE

AND MAY INCLUDE SINGLE FIGURE REPORTS, DATASETS, RESEARCH IN PROGRESS

AND NEGATIVE RESULTS,

TECHNICAL AND PUBLISHING PROCESS IMPROVEMENTS ARE CENTRAL TO THE

ORGANIZATION'S ABILITY TO MAKE SCIENCE MORE TRUSTWORTHY AND ENRICH ITS

ASSESSMENT, TO ACCELERATE AND EXPAND DISCOVERY OF CONTENT, AND TO

PROVIDE RECOGNITION AND CREDIT TO THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY FOR THEIR

CONTRIBUTIONS IN BRINGING QUALITY RESEARCH TO THE PUBLIC DOMAIN, THE

WEB-BASED JOURNAL PLATFORM, AMBRA, WAS MODERNIZED, REDESIGNED AND

IMPLEMENTED WITH A SERVICE-ORIENTED ARCHITECTURE TO ENABLE GREATER

FLEXIBILITY AND RESPONSIVENESS, OUR RECENT DATA CENTER MIGRATION

PROVIDES FASTER, MORE SECURE AND MORE RELIABLE APPLICATIONS AND

SERVICES TC THE PUBLIC, PLOS ALSO MIGRATED THE PLOS,ORG SITE, THE MAIN

ENTRY POINT FOR THOSE VISITING PLOS WEB PROPERTIES, COLLECTIONS AND

JOURNAL HOME PAGES TO AN INTERNAL CONTENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM TOOL THAT

ALLOWS STAFF TO MAINTAIN AND SUPPORT ALL CONTENT PAGES DIRECTLY, THIS

FACILITATES A CONSTANT STREAM OF NEW CONTENT AND INCREASED EXPOSURE FOR

OUR AUTHORS,

PLOS,ORG, THE ORGANIZATION'S FRONT-FACING PORTAL, WAS REDESIGNED WITH

ADVANCED SEARCH TECHNOLOGY PROVIDING DISCOVERY ACROSS ALL PLOS CONTENT

AND - VIA THE HOMEPAGE PUBLICATIONS MENU - EASY BROWSING OF THE

THOUSANDS OF ARTICLES IN PLOS JOURNALS AND COLLECTIONS, MODERN

ICONOGRAPHY RUNS THROUGHOUT THE WEBSITE, AND THOSE WANTING MORE DETAIL

ON HOW PLOS WORKS WITH THE BROADER COMMUNITY CAN JUMP DIRECTLY TO THE

OFFICIAL PLOS BLOG, REINVIGORATED WITH ARTICLES ON MAKING WAVES IN

SCIENTIFIC COMMUNICATION, DATA SHARING IN PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCIES AND

A PROACTIVE APPROACH TO REPRODUCIBILITY WITH EVIDENCE-BASED RESEARCH ON

532212 09-02-15
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RESEARCH, WEBSITE DESIGN AND CONTENT IS FOCUSED ON EDUCATING VIEWERS TO

THE HISTORY AND CORE PRINCIPLES AT PLOS, INCLUDING WHAT MAKES THE

ORGANIZATION UNIQUE AMONG OTHER PUBLISHERS, AND THE POWER OF

ARTICLE-LEVEL METRICS, (ALMS), NEW GET INVOLVED! AND ADVOCACY PAGES

PROVIDE A RANGE OF OPPORTUNITIES AND INFORMATION ON HOW RESEARCHERS CAN

HELP MOVE OPEN ACCESS FORWARD AND WHAT PLOS ITSELF IS DOING IN THIS

AREA; PLOS INNOVATIONS - PAST, CURRENT AND FUTURE - ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN

LEARN WHERE WE'RE HEADED, WEEKLY UPDATES TO THE HOMEPAGE SPOTLIGHT

FOCUS ATTENTION ON THESE AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTS AND FEATURED ARTICLES

OFFERS QUICK ACCESS TO SELECT ARTICLES OF INTEREST FROM JOURNAL

HOMEPAGES .

PLOS WORKED WITH CROSSREF TO ADOPT OUR ALM SOFTWARE AND TRANSFERRED

PRIMARY CONTROL OF THE CODE BASE TO CROSSREF FOR COMMUNITY USE AND

SUPPORT, THIS WILL ENABLE OTHER PUBLISHERS TO READILY INTEGRATE ALM

STATISTICS INTO THEIR ARTICLES FROM AN INDEPENDENT, CENTRALIZED

ORGANIZATION,

OUR NEW SUBMISSION SYSTEM, APERTA, LAUNCHED ON PLOS BIOLOGY, APERTA

PROVIDES A MODERN AND STREAMLINED TASK-ORIENTED INTERFACE, WITH CLEAR

COMPLETION STATUS UPDATES THROUGHOUT THE PUBLISHING PROCESS - FROM

INITIAL SUBMISSION AND REVIEW TO FINAL ACCEPTANCE, THIS DESIGN ALLOWS

AUTHORS TO PRESERVE MORE OF THEIR TIME FOR RESEARCH, PROVIDES REVIEWERS

AND EDITORS EASY TO ACCOMPLISH RESPONSIBILITIES AND AN OVERALL FASTER

PATH TO FIRST DECISION, APERTA'S MODULAR DESIGN WILL FACILITATE

EXPERIMENTATION AND DISCOVERY IN PUBLISHING WORKFLOWS AND WILL FULLY

SUPPORT FUTURE INNOVATIONS FOR ALL PLOS PUBLICATIONS,

A NEW PLATFORM FOR PLOS COLLECTIONS SHOWCASES PLOS ARTICLES, BLOGS AND

532212 09-02-15
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EDITORIALS, WITH THE CAPABILITY TO ALSO PRESENT BLOG POSTS AND OTHER OA

CONTENT FROM THE WIDER WEB, EACH OF THE EXISTING NEARLY 200 COLLECTIONS

WERE UPDATED WITH NEW CONTENT DURING THE PLATFORM TRANSITION THAT

ALLOWS SINGLE UNIFIED SEARCH AND DISCOVERY ACROSS ALL COLLECTIONS,

THEMED COLLECTIONS ENHANCE DISCOVERY AND HELP READERS FOCUS ON THE WORK

MOST RELEVANT TO THEIR INTERESTS; IN THE LAST YEAR, 33 NEW COLLECTIONS

WERE LAUNCHED, COLLECTIONS RECOGNIZE THE CENTRAL ROLE THAT COMPUTATION

PLAYS IN COMPLEMENTING WET-LABORATORY INVESTIGATIONS OF MACROMOLECULAR

STRUCTURE, DYNAMICS, AND FUNCTION WITH THE PLOS COMPUTATIONAL BIOLOGY

MACROMOLECULAR STRUCTURE AND DYNAMICS COLLECTION AND FEATURE ARTICLES

FROM PLOS MEDICINE, PLOS PATHOGENS AND PLOS ONE THAT FILL CRITICAL

KNOWLEDGE GAPS AND PROVIDE KEY INFORMATION TO FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF A

MUCH-NEEDED VACCINE FOR NOROVIRUS, A HIGHLY CONTAGIOUS VIRUS WHICH

CAUSES OVER 200,000 DEATHS AND A GLOBAL ECONOMIC BURDEN OF MORE THAN

$60 BILLION, IN THE GLOBAL BURDEN OF NOROVIRUS & PROSPECTS FOR VACCINE

DEVELOPMENT COLLECTION, THIS COLLECTION INCLUDES A VIDEO INTERVIEW WITH

JOURNAL EDITORS, BRINGING PLOS CONTENT TO A WIDER AUDIENCE,

THE ZIKA COLLECTION HAS BECOME A HUB OF NEW RESEARCH TO FIGHT THE

OUTBREAK WITH MORE THAN 20 ARTICLES PUBLISHED SINCE THE BEGINNING OF

THE YEAR IN PLOS NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES AND PLOS OUTBREAKS:

CURRENTS. TOWARDS THE END OF 2015, THE PAN AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION

ANNOUNCED A POSSIBLE LINK BETWEEN ZIKA VIRUS AND CONGENITAL BIRTH

DEFECTS, IN PARTICULARLY THE DEVASTATING BIRTH DEFECT MICROCEPHALY,

PLOS WAS THE FIRST PUBLISHER TO REACT TO THE ZIKA OUTBREAK WITH A CALL

FOR RESEARCH AND A NEW CCOLLECTION FOR RAPID DISSEMINATION AND OA

DISCOVERY OF RESULTS,

OPEN ACCESS ENABLES MOTIVATED SCIENTISTS TO ANALYZE NOT ONLY DATA

532212 09-02-15
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CONSOLIDATED FROM MULTIPLE STUDIES, IN META-ANALYSIS, BUT ALSO TO

ANALYZE THE DESIGN, METHODS, REPORTING AND EVALUATION OF RESEARCH, IN

META-RESEARCH STUDIES, IN RECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS

EMERGING FIELD TO BOLSTERING PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN SCIENCE AND REDUCING

UNNECESSARY COSTS AND EFFORTS, THE META-RESEARCH COLLECTION CONTAINS

META-RESEARCH CLASSICS AND RECENTLY PUBLISHED ARTICLES ACROSS THE PLOS

JOURNALS,

NEW ARTICLE TYPES FOR PLOS THAT EXPAND AUTHOR IMPACT AND ADDRESS

SUSTAINABILITY OF THE SCIENTIFIC ENDEAVOR FROM DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES

INCLUDE RESEARCH MATTERS, IN PLOS BIOLOGY AND PLOS PATHOGENS, WHERE

SCIENTIFIC LEADERS EXPLAIN THE VALUE OF THEIR RESEARCH AND BASIC

RESEARCH IN GENERAL, AND A META-RESEARCH SECTION DEVOTED TO

EVIDENCE-BASED RESEARCH ON RESEARCH.

FORM 990, PART III, LINE 4A CONTINUED:

THE PLOS SCIENCE WEDNESDAY ON REDDITSCIENCE ASK ME ANYTHING SERIES,

OPEN TO ANYONE WITH AN INTERNET CONNECTION, PROVIDES SELECT PLOS

AUTHORS AN OPPORTUNITY TO ENGAGE WITH THE BROADER PUBLIC, NEARLY 51

SESSIONS WERE HELD IN THE PAST YEAR INVOLVING AUTHORS FROM ALL PLOS

JOURNALS, ADVANCING KNOWLEDGE IN A DYNAMIC AND CONSTRUCTIVE WAY THROUGH

THIS REAL-TIME ONLINE EXCHANGE BETWEEN AUTHORS, RESEARCHERS AND THE

PUBLIC,

THE ADOPTION OF MACHINE-READABLE PERSISTENT IDENTIFIERS, SUCH AS ORCID

IDS AND DOIS FOR DATA SETS, IS A KEY PART OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE

FACILITATING OPEN SCIENCE AND A WAY TO ENABLE RESEARCHERS TO RECEIVE

CREDIT FOR A WIDE RANGE OF RESEARCH OUTPUTS IN ADDITION TO

PUBLICATIONS, PLOS LIAISED WITH OTHER PUBLISHERS AND ORCID TO PUBLICLY

532212 09-02-16
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COMMIT TO IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS DIGITAL TOOL FOR IMPROVED DISCOVERY

AND RECOGNITION IN 2016; REQUIRING CORRESPONDING AUTHORS TO HAVE ORCID

IDS WHEN SUBMITTING MANUSCRIPTS, PLOS CURRENTLY PUBLISHES ORCID IDS,

WHEN AVAILABLE, ON ARTICLES AND BLOG POSTS.

SPECIFIC AND COMPREHENSIVE ATTRIBUTION MOVES THE NEEDLE FOR

INSTITUTIONS' AND FUNDERS' ABILITIES TO EVALUATE RESEARCHERS BASED ON

THE ROLES THEY PLAY IN PUBLISHED WORKS, RATHER THAN ON THE JOURNALS IN

WHICH THEIR ARTICLES APPEAR OR THEIR PLACEMENT WITHIN THE BYLINE, PLOS

PARTICIPATED ALONG WITH OTHER PUBLISHERS AND STAKEHOLDERS (INCLUDING

FUNDERS, RESEARCHERS AND UNIVERSITY EVALUATORS AND ADMINISTRATORS) IN

THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OF THE OPEN-STANDARD TAXONOMY OF

CONTRIBUTIONS, INTENDED TO REPLACE OVER TIME THE MANY DISPARATE LISTS

CURRENTLY IN USE. UNDER THE AUSPICES OF CASRAI (CONSORTIA ADVANCING

STANDARDS IN RESEARCH ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION) AND WITH THE

PARTICIPATION OF NISO (NATIONAL INFORMATION STANDARDS ORGANIZATION) ,

THE CREDIT TAXONOMY PROVIDES FINELY-GRAINED INFORMATION THAT WILL HELP

MAKE THE ORDERING OF AUTHORS LESS IMPORTANT AND WILL FACILITATE A SHIFT

IN FOCUS FOR TENURE AND PROMOTION COMMITTEES - AWAY FROM HOW MANY TIMES

AN INDIVIDUAL IS A FIRST-OR LAST-NAMED AUTHOR AND TOWARD THEIR SPECIFIC

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SCHOLARLY RECORD,

IN A JOINT EFFORT PLOS CONTINUES TO RAISE AWARENESS TO THE MISUSE OF

THE IMPACT FACTOR THAT HAS BECOME INSTITUTIONALIZED IN THE RESEARCH

ASSESSMENT METHODS OF MANY UNIVERSITIES AND NATIONAL EVALUATION PANELS,

LEADING TO A PERVERSE INCENTIVE SYSTEM AND A NEED TO CHANGE THE CULTURE

OF RESEARCHER EVALUATION, A COLLABORATIVE ARTICLE FROM UNIVERSIT® DE

MONTREAL, IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON, PLOS, ELIFE, EMBO JOURNAL, THE ROYAL

532212 09-02-15
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SOCIETY, NATURE AND SCIENCE WAS POSTED ON BIORXIV THAT, USING A DIVERSE

SELECTION OF OUR OWN JOURNALS, PROVIDES DATA ILLUSTRATING WHY NO

ARTICLE CAN BE JUDGED ON THE BASIS OF THE IMPACT FACTOR OF THE JOURNAL

IN WHICH IT IS PUBLISHED, THE PREPRINT WAS DOWNLOADED 10,000 TIMES IN

THE FIRST MONTH AND GARNERED EXTENSIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE PEER-REVIEW

COMMENTS DEMONSTRATING THE POWER OF OPEN REVIEW WHEN POSTING TO A

PREPRINT SERVER,

PLOS SUPPORTS THE GROWTH OF EARLY CAREER RESEARCHERS (ECRS) AS THEY

BUILD SKILLS IN SCIENCE COMMUNICATION, BECOME CHAMPIONS OF OA AND

DEVELOP INTO AMBASSADORS OF CHANGE FOR A FUTURE WHERE ALL RESEARCH IS

FREELY AVAILABLE. THE PLOS EARRLY CAREER TRAVEL AWARD PROGRAM PROVIDES A

FORUM FOR EXPRESSION AND RECOGNITION OF INNOVATIVE IDEAS FROM THE NEXT

GENERATION OF LEADERS, AWARDS WERE MADE TO 10 APPLICANTS WHO WROTE

THOUGHT-PROVOKING ESSAYS ON THE OPTIMAL PEER REVIEW PROCESS AND HOW

THEY MIGHT BUILD THIS IN A WAY THAT MAKES SCIENCE MORE TRANSPARENT AND

RESEARCH MORE RAPIDLY AVAILABLE. THE PROGRAM IS OPEN TO RESEARCHERS

CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN A GRADUATE PROGRAM TO WITHIN FIVE YEARS OF

RECEIVING THEIR GRADUATE DEGREE, WHO HAVE PUBLISHED WITH PLOS AND WHOSE

PRESENTATION HAS BEEN ACCEPTED OR WILL BE PRESENTED AT AN UPCOMING

CONFERENCE,

PLOS COMMUNITIES CONTINUE TO MOVE THE DISCUSSION OFF THE PAGE TO

ONLINE, OPEN VENUES FOR A DIALOGUE THAT DISTRIBUTES KNOWLEDGE TO HELP

RESEARCHERS PLACE FINDINGS INTO CONTEXT AND STAY CURRENT ON RECENT

DISCOVERIES. GROWTH OF PLOS COMMUNITIES INCLUDES PALEONTOLOGY AND

ECOLOGY WITH ACTIVE SOCIAL MEDIA AND LIVE BLOGGING AT SCIENTIFIC

CONFERENCES, EXPANDING THE IMPACT AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF AUTHORS AND

EARLY CAREER RESEARCHERS, THE PLOS ECR COMMUNITY PUBLISHES POSTS

WRITTEN BY UNDERGRADS, GRADUATE STUDENTS AND POST-DOCS FROM A VARIETY

532212 089-02-15
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OF ACADEMIC AND PRIVATE SECTOR INSTITUTIONS AND DISCIPLINES, PROVIDING

INSIGHTS INTO RESEARCH DEVELOPMENTS, THE ART AND SCIENCE OF SCIENCE

COMMUNICATION AND OA SCIENCE WITH A FOCUS ON EDUCATION AND CAREER

CHOICES FACING YOUNGER SCIENTISTS AT THIS CRITICAL STAGE OF THEIR

PROFESSIONAL LIVES.

INCREASING ADOPTION OF OA POLICIES AND PRACTICES BY FUNDERS,

INSTITUTIONS, PUBLISHERS AND RESEARCHERS FOSTERS AN ETHICAL AND

INTELLECTUAL ENVIRONMENT CONDUCIVE TO RESPONSIBLE OPEN SCIENCE, AS A

LEADING OA PUBLISHER, PLOS STRIVES TO IMPLEMENT POLICIES AND

INNOVATIONS THAT PROMOTE REPRODUCIBILITY, TRANSPARENCY AND

ACCOUNTABILITY, PLOS PARTICIPATED IN SEVERAL KEY EUROPEAN MEETINGS AS

PART OF THE EU COMMISSION'S PROGRESSIVE SHIFT TOWARDS OPEN SCIENCE,

INCLUDING THE DUTCH PRESIDENCY CONFERENCE ON OPEN SCIENCE AND IN

SECTIONS FOCUSED ON EVALUATION WITH THE RESULTING CALL FOR ACTION ON

OPEN SCIENCE, REQUIRING FULL OPEN ACCESS AND OPEN DATA BY 2020. THE

RECOMMENDATIONS WERE ENDORSED BY THE EU'S COMPETITIVENESS COUNCIL, ALSO

IN RELATION TO INFRASTRUCTURE, PLOS COLLABORATED WITH JISC TO PROMOTE

THE JISC ROUTER WHICH HELPS UK INSTITUTIONS COMPLY WITH UK OA POLICIES,

PLOS ALSO PROVIDED $2,3 MILLION IN THE FORM OF PARTIAL OR FULL WAIVERS

TO AUTHORS AS PART OF OUR PUBLICATION FEE ASSISTANCE., AS A NONPROFIT

PUBLISHER, ONE CORE OBJECTIVE IS TO PROVIDE WAYS TO OVERCOME

UNNECESSARY BARRIERS TO IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY, ACCESS AND USE OF

RESERRCH, WHICH AT TIMES MAY INCLUDE COST, THOUGH THIS AMOUNT APPEARS

AS A CONTRA-REVENUE FOR FINANCIAL REPORTING PURPOSES, THIS IS A MAJOR

PROGRAM EXPENSE FOR PLOS WHICH DEMONSTRATES THE ORGANIZATION'S SUPPORT

TO SCIENCE AND GLOBAL PUBLIC COMMUNITY, MUCH OF THE HARDSHIP SUPPORT

GOES TO AUTHORS FROM LOW-AND MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES AND EARLY CAREER
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SCIENTISTS IN UPPER MIDDLE- AND HIGH-INCOME COUNTRIES WHO HAVE BEEN

UNSUCCESSFUL IN SECURING ADEQUATE FUNDING SUPPORT,

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 11:

FORM 990 IS PREPARED BY AN OUTSIDE TAX PROFESSIONAL WITH ASSISTANCE FROM

THE ORGANIZATION. THE FORM IS THEN REVIEWED BY THE CFO AND MEMBERS FROM THE

AUDIT COMMITTEE. AFTER REVIEW AND MODIFICATIONS WHERE NECESSARY, THE FINAL

VERSION OF THE TAX RETURN IS PROVIDED TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, THE CFO

SIGNS AND FILES ALL REQUIRED TAX FILINGS,

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 12C:

THE GENERAL COUNSEL AND SECRETARY OVERSEES THE ANNUAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST

DISCLOSURE PROCESS, A COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS REVIEWS ALL

POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AT LEAST ANNUALLY., THE CEO AND ALL BOARD

MEMBERS ARE REQUIRED TO DISCLOSE (IN WRITING) POTENTIAL CONFLICTS AND ANY

RELATED PARTY AFFILIATIONS, LOANS BETWEEN THE ORGANIZATION AND MEMBERS OF

MANAGEMENT AND THE BOARD ARE STRICTLY PROHIBITED, THE ORGANIZATION SEEKS

FULL TRANSPARENCY ON ALL RELATIONSHIPS, ANY POTENTIAL CONFLICTS (IN FACT OR

APPEARANCE) ARE DISCUSSED OPENLY AND RESOLVED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE

ORGANIZATION'S POLICIES AND PROCEDURES,

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 15:

THE COMPENSATION COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS REVIEWS THE

COMPENSATION OF ALL HIGH-LEVEL PERSONNEL ANNUALLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH IRS

RULES AND REGULATIONS, EFFORTS ARE MADE TO SECURE COMPENSATION DATA FROM

INDUSTRY SOURCES IN ORDER TO DETERMINE COMPETITIVENESS AND APPROPRIATENESS

OF SALARIES AND BENEFITS, EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THAT THE PROCESS
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IS THOROUGH AND TRANSPARENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPROPRIATE GOVERNANCE AND

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE, THIS IS PERFORMED ANNUALLY AND THE PROCESS IS

MANAGED BY THE HR DIRECTOR, REVIEW ENCOMPASSES CEO, CFO, EXECUTIVES AND KEY

EMPLOYEES ,

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION C, LINE 19:

PLOS MAKES ITS GOVERNING DOCUMENTS, CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY, AND

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC, THESE DOCUMENTS ARE ALSO

POSTED ON QUR WEBSITE,

FORM 990, PART XII, LINE 2C:

THE PROCESS HAS NOT CHANGED FROM PRIOR YEAR,
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